
United Benefice Magazine – March 2025 

 

Welcome to the February 2025 edition of your United Benefice magazine.  
If you know anyone who would like to be added to our mailing list, please ask them to email 

unitedbeneficebms@outlook.com or, for anyone who is not online, please phone 01254 814041. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 



 

Light Reflections…The Gospel     

 “Let your light shine…” (Matthew 5.16) 

 

Isn’t it good to have some better weather at long last? It seems to have been a long, cold winter this year. But 

spring is in the air, as the bulbs emerge, reminding us that the growing season is starting again. It makes our 

hearts joyful. 

Lent is also upon us with pancake day being the 5th March and Ash Wednesday on the 6th. It always saddens me 

that beyond our churches, all that is remembered of this season is the choice of topping on a pancake. We live in 

a society which chases happiness. But happiness is like a sweet that barely satisfies our hunger and leaves us 

craving more, which ever topping we go for!! 

On the other hand contentment, at a job well done or knowledge that we’ve made a 

difference to another, is deeply satisfying: like porridge for breakfast that locks hunger 

away. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,  for they will be filled. 

Jesus tells us in Matthew 5:5. Now he knew a thing or two about being truly human and 

chasing happiness was never included. Lent is all about finding that 

contentment, whether you’re planning on giving something up or 

working on your generosity with organisations such as 40 acts: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jr_uuaypfr8  The point of 

Lent is to do something different with Jesus during these 6 weeks 

and using the Diocesan Lent Devotionals is a good place to start. 

You can get a copy in church or use the Fruitful App. 

Bishop Phillip’s Lent Course is all about prayer. Prayer is that outward expression of our 

relationship with Jesus. The course covers all aspects of prayer, from our personal prayer 

life to our praying for each other, and in it he will explain what a powerful tool prayer can 

be for our lives.  You can also find that on the Fruitful app of by following this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLsjI5VC60PzXZO0zca9YWWB4x8EQkJgE7 

So there’s lots to choose from. But don’t waste this Lent by doing nothing, it is a time to 

make a grab at a new start, like emerging bulbs, and to take a hold of the joyfulness Jesus offers us in life. For 

when we live closer to Jesus’ priorities rather than our own then we become a light of hope. You are the light of 

the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15 No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but 

on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so 

that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.(Matthew 5:14-16) 

 

In this magazine you will find all the details of our Easter services, starting with an Ash Wednesday service on 6th 

March. Get involved and exchange that glossy happiness for the deeply satisfying contentment that Jesus gives 

us. 

 

May God keep us all in the palm of his hand as we journey with him. 

Pam Daunton.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jr_uuaypfr8
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLsjI5VC60PzXZO0zca9YWWB4x8EQkJgE7


United Benefice Church Services: March 2025 
                                        

 Balderstone Mellor Samlesbury 

Sunday 2nd 
March 

09:30 Holy Communion - 11:00 Holy Communion 

Wednesday 
5th March 

19:30 United Benefice Ssh Wednesday Service at St Leonard’s Church, Balderstone 

Sunday 9th 
March 

11:00 All Age Worship 
09:30 Mothers Union Holy 

Communion 
11:00 Morning Praise All 

Age Worship 

Sunday 16th 
March 

09:30 Holy Communion 9:30 Morning Prayer 11:00 Holy Communion 

Sunday 23rd 
March 

11:00 Holy Communion 9:30 Family Service - 

Tuesday 25th 
March 

9:30 Mothers Union Service of Annunciation at St Mary’s Church, Mellor 

Sunday 30th 
March 

Mothering 
Sunday 

11:00 All Age Worship 
9:30 Family Holy 

Communion 
11:00 Morning Praise All 

Age Worship 

 

PRAYER DIARY 

 

Each month, as a United Benefice, we will be focusing our prayers on a 
strand of the Diocesan Vision 2026. Every week, we will pray an aspect of 

that strand, as we seek God’s face and will for our Benefice. 

Mar Making Disciples of Jesus Christ  

Week 1 

 

Dear Lord, help us to know the Scriptures better through reading, teaching, 

preaching and study.  Open our eyes, our ears, and our hearts to your word. 

Amen  

Week 2 

 

Father, we long for your Kingdom to come, may we pray with greater depth and 
urgency for you to be known in our Benefice and in the world. Amen  

Week 3 

 

Lord Jesus, we ask that you fill us afresh with your Holy Spirit as we worship you 

and seek your truth. Amen  

Week 4 

 

Dear God, as you have given us so much through your Son Jesus, may you help 

us to give generously of our time, talents, and money to the cause of Christ. 

Amen  

  



 
If you feel you have a genuine emergency, on a Saturday, that requires help, please contact a Church 

Warden first and they will help to advise you. Please find their contact details on page 15 of this 
magazine. The United Benefice admin email address is unitedbeneficebms@outlook.com. 

 
 

Midweek United Benefice Services 

 
 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us at our weekly, midweek United Benefice services. 
 

 

Our midweek United Benefice Holy Communion Services are held on 
Tuesdays at 9:30am at St Mary’s Church, Mellor. These services are open to 
all from Balderstone, Mellor, Samlesbury and beyond and are followed by 
coffee and friendly chat. Please do come along for worship & fellowship. 
 

 

Midweek United Benefice services are also held every Friday, at 4:00pm, when we 
will be saying Evening Prayer at St Mary’s Church, Mellor.  All are invited to join us 
as we pray for Church Growth across our parishes of Balderstone, Mellor and 
Samlesbury. 
 

 

 
United Benefice Diary Dates 

 

For further details of any of these diary events, please see our event posters, read through the articles 
in our magazines or email unitedbeneficebms@outlook.com.  
 
3rd Mar  Confirmation Class at Samlesbury CE Primary School  6.00pm  

4th Mar  United Benefice Holy Communion Service at St Mary’s Church, Mellor  9:30am   

5th Mar  St Mary’s Choir Practice at St Mary’s Church, Mellor   6:30pm   

5th Mar  Bell Ringing Practice at St Leonard the Less Church, Samlesbury  7:00pm   

7th Mar  World Day of Prayer Service at St Mary’s Church, Osbaldeston  10.30am  

7th Mar  United Benefice Evening Prayer at St Mary’s Church, Mellor  4:00pm  

10th Mar  Confirmation Class at Samlesbury CE Primary School  6.00pm  

11th Mar  United Benefice Holy Communion Service at St Mary’s Church, Mellor  9:30am   

12th Mar  St Mary’s Choir Practice at St Mary’s Church, Mellor   6:30pm   

12th Mar  Bell Ringing Practice at St Leonard the Less Church, Samlesbury  7:00pm   

14th Mar  United Benefice Evening Prayer at St Mary’s Church, Mellor  4:00pm  

17th Mar  Confirmation Class at Samlesbury CE Primary School  6.00pm  

18th Mar  United Benefice Holy Communion Service at St Mary’s Church, Mellor  9:30am   

18th Mar  Balderstone Mother’s Union meeting at 11 Long Meadow  2:00pm  

19th Mar  St Mary’s Choir Practice at St Mary’s Church, Mellor   6:30pm   

19th Mar  Bell Ringing Practice at St Leonard the Less Church, Samlesbury  7:00pm   

21st Mar  United Benefice Evening Prayer at St Mary’s Church, Mellor  4:00pm  

24th Mar  Confirmation Class at Samlesbury CE Primary School  6.00pm  

25th Mar  United Benefice Holy Communion Service at St Mary’s Church, Mellor  9:30am   

25th Mar  Little Angels in the Narthex at St Mary’s Church, Mellor  2:00pm  

26th Mar  St Mary’s Choir Practice at St Mary’s Church, Mellor   6:30pm   

26th Mar  Bell Ringing Practice at St Leonard the Less Church, Samlesbury  7:00pm   

28th Mar  United Benefice Evening Prayer at St Mary’s Church, Mellor  4:00pm  

31st Mar  Confirmation Class at Samlesbury CE Primary School  6.00pm  

  

mailto:unitedbeneficebms@outlook.com
about:blank


Lent and Easter Services 
 

Ash Wednesday 6th March St Leonard’s, Balderstone  

Communion with ashes 

7.30pm 

 

Maundy Thursday 17th 

April 

St Mary’s, Mellor  

Communion with foot washing. 

7.30pm 

Good Friday 18th April  St Leonard’s, Balderstone 

Good Friday reflection 

11am 

Easter Day 20th April  Holy communion:   

St Leonard’s, Balderstone  

St Mary’s, Mellor 

St Leonard-the-Less, Samlesbury 

 

9.30am 

9.30am 

11am 

 

St Leonard the Less Church, Samlesbury – News and Events 

Bell Ringing at Samlesbury 

The monthly meeting of Lancashire Association of Change Ringers, Preston Branch held their monthly meeting 

and practice at St Leonard the Less Samlesbury 

Susan Bell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter Coffee Morning 

We look forward to welcoming everyone to our Easter Coffee Morning on 

Thursday 10th April at Samlesbury War Memorial Hall, 10.30am-12.30pm. We’ll 

have delicious home-made biscuits, cake and book stall, Easter tombola and raffle 

and Children’s Easter crafts. Admission is £3 

 
 

https://www.pngall.com/tl/easter-png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


St Leonards Church, Balderstone – News and Events 
 

Not much to report this month just mainly to let you know dates for our planned events for 2025 which we 

discussed at our last meeting. 

 

We start off with Walking Day on Saturday 10th May leaving Mellor Brook at 1.30pm 

Balderstone Band will be playing and there will be sports on the field. 

We are planning to hold a Summer Fair and Barbecue on Saturday 14th June at 2.30pm at school. There will be 

stalls and games etc. 

We agreed that this year we would have a Safari Supper on Saturday 6th September 

The date for our Harvest Supper will be confirmed once we have a vicar. 

The Brass Band Christmas Concert is on Sunday 30th November 6.30pm in church. 

Our Christmas Fair is on Saturday 13th December 2.pm in school. This is a week later than usual due to a 

wedding on the previous Saturday. 

More information will be available as the events get closer. 

Please do make a note of our events as we would love to see you at as many of them as possible. Thank you for 

your support. 

The next meeting of the Social Committee is Thursday 1st May 7.30pm at Pickering Fold Farm BB2 7LQ. All 

welcome so please join us. 

Catherine (Dixon) 

01772 877289/ 07976550882 

catherine@dixondrainage.co.uk/catherinedixon13@icloud.com 

 

Balderstone Mothers’ Union 
In February Ruth brought along lots of pictures and old church magazines some dating back to early last century. 
We all spent a very enjoyable afternoon looking through them. It was amazing how much we learnt about our 
church throughout the last , well hundred years or more!!.  Some things changed but to be honest not a lot, all 
seemed very familiar. A lot of hard work had gone in to getting them ready for us so a big thank you to Ruth. 
 
In March we are having a quiz afternoon, Maureen is putting a quiz together for us, if last years was anything to 
by we will have a great afternoon. If anyone would like to join us please do come along. 11 Long Meadow on 18th 
March at 2 pm. You will be most welcome. 
 
 

Susan Baron 

 

Balderstone and District WI 
In December we had an enjoyable Christmas buffet party 

where we were entertained by Octavius with some carol 

singing and we all joined in a lively version of The 12 days of 

Christmas! The ‘dramatic’ members performed an informative 

sketch about the Suffragettes at Christmas time. 

Some members made lovely door wreaths from scratch at 

Mellor Brook Community Centre. 

This was followed with a short walk in December, when 24 of 

us had a Christmas luncheon at The Nab’s Head. 

To start the new year off, the Strollers paid a visit to sunny Ribchester and the lovely church, followed by lunch 

at Potter’s Barn which was enjoyed by all. They’ve just spent a day out at Lytham Hall admiring the snowdrops 

and chatting to Green Fingered Greg! 

We’ve had 2 really interesting talks at our monthly meeting, (which is held on the second Tuesday of every 

month,) by the entertaining speaker Brian Topping on his previous career as a Custom’s Officer and then by 2 of 

our members on CPR. We all “revived” a cushion each to help us understand what could be done. 

A social was held at Chorley Theatre being entertained by the female comedian Nina Gilligan, having had a lovely 

meal at Lucianos first. 



The craft group decided to try their hand at sketching with the help from one of our very talented members 

which went well and this will be followed by acrylic painting later this month. 

To finish off this month, the walkers are planning to visit the Clitheroe area followed by lunch at The Calf’s Head 

at Worston. 

 

 

 

 

Café Church at St Leonard’s, Balderstone  

It was lovely to see everyone enjoying our social Cafe 

Church last Sunday. We enjoyed getting together for a 

chat over tea and cake.  There was also s’mores to 

make, lanterns to create and knitted blankets to sew 

together!  A wonderful way for us all to join in 

fellowship. 

Sian Riddell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wedding Thanks 

Just wanted to send a note to say a huge thank you for our wedding 

service on Friday. It was such a lovely service, we especially loved 

Reverend Barbara’s address and how personal it felt.  

All of our guests commented on how good the service was and how nice 

of a Church St Leonard’s is.  

Also, a big thanks to those who put efforts in to getting the church ready 

for the service and helping 

out on the day. I believe 

there was a lot of leaf 

sweeping being done 

Eleanor and Harry 

 

  



St Mary’s Church, Mellor – News and Events 
 

Mellor Mother’s Union 
The AGM of Mother's Union took place on Tuesday 11th February 2025. 
Members were issued with a note of the accounts and reports were read out and approved.   
After prayers everyone enjoyed a hotpot supper and all the members who did the preparations, served the food 
and generally helped out were thanked. The evening ended with items on the 'bric-a-brac stall' on sale and £1 
parcels were distributed.   
 
Frances Jackson  
Deputy Roving Reporter  

 
Mellor Card Ladies – Recycled Cards  
 

 

During the last month we have given £25 to the Stroke Association, in memory of Yvonne Hindle. We have also 
given £25 to the East Lancs Hospice. Red Nose Day this year falls on Friday 21st March and we will be supporting 
those activities. Mothers Day this year falls on Sunday 30th March and our cards will be on sale in Church.  Thank 
you all for your continued support - we couldn't do it without you! 
 

 

The Card Ladies 
 
Little Angels 
 
 

Only one little angel came to our meeting in February... Hazel  planted sunflower seeds in 8 little pots....we are 

hoping they grow into giant sunflowers....      
Watch this space..... 
Next meeting on Tuesday, 25th March at 2 o' clock in the Narthex... 
 
Rita Gorman 

  



Safeguarding Officer Vacancy 

Urgent: Mellor require a new Parish Safeguarding Officer due to the retirement of our previous one. If you 

would like to take on this role or require more information please contact the United Benefice Administrator, 

the Church Wardens or Reverend Barbara. All training will be given. 

Rev’d Barbara 

 

Plant Sale 

St Mary's Mellor are having a Plant Sale to be held on church 

grounds on Saturday May 3rd. If any Green Fingered people would 

like to dig any unwanted plants from their garden or pots we 

would be very grateful of them. Please label them with size they 

will grow to and the colour, it saves being caught out on the day!  

Plants can be left at the south side of church where others are 

there, or contact me, Joan Moss 01254 813581. 

 

  



United Benefice (Balderstone, Mellor & Samlesbury) Churchwarden’s meeting 
The church wardens met to finalise a revised Parish Profile, which has now been sent to the Diocese to go out to 

prospective applicants for the post of Vicar in our United Benefice. 

The application and interview process are now underway and we ask for your prayers that the right person will 

be discerned as our new Vicar. 

In the meantime, the church wardens would like to extend our thanks to all those across our parishes who help 

keep our churches running and provide cover for our services during this vacancy. 

Your help, assistance and time are very much appreciated by us all. 

 

UB Church Wardens 

 

United Benefice Confirmations 2025 
 

 

This year’s United Benefice Confirmation Service 
will take place at 11:00am on Sunday, 1st June, 
at St Leonard the Less Church, Samlesbury, with 
The Right Reverend Dr Joe Kennedy, Bishop of 
Burnley.  
 

If any current Year 6 pupils, any high school 
pupils or adults, are interested in taking the 
important step of confirmation, please email 
unitedbeneficebms@outlook.com for a 
confirmation registration form. 

 
 

Preparation for confirmation will take place in February and March.  Preparation sessions will take 
place at Samlesbury Church of England Primary School, from 6:00pm – 7:00pm, on Mondays 24th 
February, 3rd March, 10th March, 17th March, 24th March and 31st March. Please register, before 
attending classes, by emailing unitedbeneficebms@outlook.com. These sessions are designed to be 
fun and we’ll be exploring what it means to be a Christian and how we live out our faith every day.  

 

 

Balderstone St Leonard’s   

Preparation of New Electoral Roll  
Under the Church Representation Rules 2025, a new Electoral Roll must be prepared every six years and it is the 

responsibility of the Parochial Church Council (PCC) to prepare the new roll and maintain it.  

Everyone on the existing roll, who wishes to be on the new roll, now needs to complete a new application 

form.  Qualification criteria are set down by the Church of England and shown on the application form. If you 

wish to be on the new roll, and meet the criteria, please complete a form and return it to Carol Barton or leave 

at the back of church. Copies of the form can be obtained from church or downloaded from the church website.  

Please complete and return your form by 30th March 2025.  

Carol Barton  

Balderstone Electoral Roll Officer  

Mellor St Mary - a new Electoral Roll under the Church Representation Rules 2025 must be completed every six 

years and it is the responsibility of the Parochial Church Council to prepare the new roll and maintain it. 

Everyone on the current roll, who wishes to be on the new roll, now needs to complete a new application 

form and new applicants are also welcome and encouraged to join. The Church of England qualification criteria 

are shown on the application form. If you wish to be on the new roll, and meet the criteria, please complete a 

form and return it to me or leave it at the back of church. I will leave some copies of the form at the back of 

church. Please complete and return your form by 31 March 2025. 

Graham Tipper - Electoral Roll Officer 

 

mailto:unitedbeneficebms@outlook.com
mailto:unitedbeneficebms@outlook.com


BALDERSTONE ST LEONARD’S CE PRIMARY & PRE-SCHOOL 
‘rooted and grounded in love…’  Ephesians 3:17. 

OUR WINNING ACTS T-SHIRT DESIGN  

United Benefice School News 

   
A.C.Ts in our local community 

 

Part of our Christian mission at 

Balderstone is to serve as Jesus’ hands 

and feet in our school, in Balderstone, 

Blackburn and beyond. With this in mind, 

we have launched (with the support of 

Balderstone Parish Council) our very own 

community service awards called our 

A.C.T.s awards (Action in our Community Team). 

 

The children from school can work 

towards earning a rainbow of badges in 

the following areas:  

• Serving the elders in our 

community 

• Serving our local environment 

• Serving our local school 

• Serving young people 

• Serving beyond Balderstone 

• Serving our local places of 

worship 

 

 

The scheme was formally launched by Ribble Valley MP Maya Ellis who came into school with the 

members of Balderstone Parish council.  Fatimah, a Year 3 pupil, was awarded with a prize for her 

winning T-shirt design for the new team. Her design depicts the rooted tree from our key Bible verse 

Ephesians 3:17 which is about being rooted and grounded in God’s love and therefore being able to 

branch out and share God’s love with others.   The Parish council are going to host a very special black-

tie event for the children with the most ACTS award points at the end of the summer term to thank 

them for their commitment to our local community and this is where we need your help…. 

 

 

 

Do you have anyone in mind who might want a little bit of 

ACTS care or attention?  Do you know of a local area/patch of 

land that might benefit from a litter pick or a bit of 

gardening?  Do you have any local events or charity 

fundraising events that the children from school could help 

with?  If you know of any elderly people who might like a 

weekly chat or some homemade cakes then please let Mrs 

Gow know by emailing acts@balderstone.lancs.sch.uk 

MAYA ELLIS MP LAUNCHING OUR ACTS AWARDS  

mailto:acts@balderstone.lancs.sch.uk


 

 

Exciting Free breakfast club news 
 

You may have seen in the local and national news that Balderstone has volunteered (and has been 

selected) to be one of the government’s first schools nationally to set up free, universal breakfast clubs 

for all our children. This means that from Easter time onwards every child will be able to come to 

school early and share a yummy brekkie together and then take part in our Brekkie Book clubs and our 

Wake up and Shake up sports sessions with our Progressive kids sports coaches all for FREE! We are 

really excited about this new adventure and supporting our families by providing high quality, 

affordable and healthy wraparound care!   

 

Making a splash in Pre-school 

education 

 

We are pleased to announce that 

our pre-school is flourishing and 

as such we are now able to 

extend our pre-school offer to 

even more families.  We are 

currently welcoming children 

from 3 years of age and have 

universal and extended funded 

places available for this Summer 

term and for September 2025!  

We LOVE welcoming children to 

our pre-school Bunnies class and 

helping them to play, love and 

learn outdoors together.  Please 

contact school on 01254 769 150 

if you would be interested in 

finding out more information about a 

pre-school place.  
 

Mrs Gow and the Balderstone School Family 
 
Mellor monthly newsletter https://www.mellor.lancs.sch.uk/stream/newsletters/full/1/-// 

Samlesbury monthly newsletter https://www.samlesburyceprimary.co.uk/parents/newsletters 

Balderstone weekly newsletter https://www.balderstoneschool.co.uk/page/?title=School+Newsletter&pid=192  

PRE-SCHOOL HAVING FUN IN OUR BROOK DURING THEIR FOREST SCHOOL 

SESSIONS! 

https://www.mellor.lancs.sch.uk/stream/newsletters/full/1/-/
https://www.samlesburyceprimary.co.uk/parents/newsletters
https://www.balderstoneschool.co.uk/page/?title=School+Newsletter&pid=192


United Benefice Community News and Events 
Mellor Brook Parent & Toddler Group 

 

Everyone is welcome, parents and grandparents, to our happy group 
at Mellor Brook Community Centre (09:45 - 11:45) for £4.00 per 
family, each Monday, during term time. To request to join our 
Facebook group or for further information about our activities, 
please email me.britcliffe@btinternet.com.  
 

Maureen Britcliffe (07940 709165) 
 

 

Quiz Nights at Samlesbury War Memorial Hall  
 

Fun Quiz Night at Samlesbury War Memorial Hall at 7.30pm on Saturday 8th 
March 2025. 
Everyone welcome. 
Choice of Hot Pot or Cheese Bake (V/GF) supper £8.50, or without supper £3.  
Tea & coffee provided for all.  
Bring your own booze & soft drinks. 
 
Please contact Clare Lewis on 07739 585860 or info@samlesburymemorialhall.co.uk 
with the number in your team, your team name & whether you will be having supper or not, with your choice of 
Hot Pot or Cheese Bake, by Wednesday 5th March.  
 
This will be the last Quiz Night before the summer break. 
 
Caroline Coughlin 

 
MELLOR BROOK & DISTRICT COMMUNITY CENTRE 

Whalley Road, Mellor Brook, BB2 7PR.   
 

The Community Centre is the perfect venue for a variety of events such as private functions, children’s parties, 
conferences and meetings.  It offers excellent amenities including a fully equipped kitchen, conference room set-
up, Wi-Fi and IT facilities, PA system and a brand new state of the art lighting rig. With excellent transport links, 
it’s situated in a rural, yet central, location within the heart of the Ribble Valley.   
 

Hire Costs Per Hour 
 

For one off bookings: £15 Main Hall, £13 Front Room, £13 Foyer, £13 Upstairs Room, £4 Kitchen.   
Regular weekly / fortnightly bookings: commercial organisations receive a one third discount and charitable 
organisations receive a two thirds discount off the standard hire rate.  
 

Regular groups and upcoming events: Monday –  Pilates. Tuesday – Palatine Fiddlers, Cheryl’s Dance Studios 
(term-time), Women’s Institute. Wednesday – Beavers (term-time). Thursday – Little Voices BDRV (term-time), 
Community Ukulele. Friday – Cheryl’s Dance Studios (term-time).  Saturday - The Zimmermen (Dylan tribute) 
24th May.  Sunday – Film Club 23rd February, King Lear (reimagined) Spot On Rural Touring 6th April, “Things 
Found in Books” Boo Hewerdine & Yvonne Lyon in concert 6th July. 
 
We have a serviced office available to rent at Mellor Brook Community Centre. The size of the accommodation is 
3.4m x 4.4m (11ft x 14ft). 
 

Please check out our website www.mellorbrook.org, Facebook Page 
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064876410507 and X @MellorBrook for news and 
forthcoming events.  
 

Contact Us   
Tel: 07436 271153  
Email: rachael@mellorbrook.org 
 

Rachael Calvey 

mailto:me.britcliffe@btinternet.com
about:blank
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064876410507
about:blank


Mellor Library 
 

 Opening Times  Mellor Library 

 Day Times  6, St Mary’s Gardens 

 Monday 1pm - 7pm  Mellor 

 Tuesday Closed  Blackburn 

 Wednesday 9am - 1pm  BB2 7JW 

 Thursday Closed  
Librarian – Angela Preedy 

 Friday 1pm - 5pm  

 Saturday 9am - 1pm  All our libraries will be closed on bank and 
public holidays and some additional days.  Sunday Closed  

 

About the Library 
We are a warm and welcome space where you can access information, reading material, advice and 
spend time with others. During the winter months, hot drink supplies are available free of charge. 
 

We have a wide range of books including fiction, non-fiction, large print and audio books. There is 
also a section on biographies, autobiographies and local history. We also have a dedicated 
children's area with appropriate reading material for all juniors. 
 

The library has a Windows 10 desktop computer, a flatbed scanner, printing facilities and free Wi-Fi. 
(Printing charges apply.) 
 

This offers access to the internet, word processing, spreadsheet, presentation and database 
applications and printing using the People's Network computers. Computers may be used for up to 
two hours a day, but may be restricted at peak periods, such as school holidays. You may be able to 
use a computer for longer, if demand allows. 
 

Children under eight can use the computers, but they must be always accompanied by a 
responsible adult who logs in using their own library card number and PIN. 
 

People's Network computers in libraries can be reserved, in advance. You will need your library card 
number and PIN. Just logon, select the library you want and book a session. 
 

Please note that the computers are switched off ten minutes before the library closes. 
 

An A4 photocopier is also available for public use (charges apply). 
 

Mellor Village Hall 
 

 
 

Regular Classes and Groups at Mellor Village Hall 
 

If you are interested in any of the following activities, please click on the link below to find out more 
about the regular classes and groups at Mellor Village Hall. 

 

Girl Guides  Knit and Natter  Line Dancing  Singing  Indoor Bowls  Walking Netball  Walking Football   
Dog Ways  Genjitsu  Badminton  Mellor Tots  Aerobics  Gaming Night  Yoga   

Ukulele Lessons  Arts and Crafts  Balderstone Brass Band  Saturday Café  Pickle Ball 
 

https://www.mellorvillagehall.org.uk/classes-groups 
 

 
  

http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/libraries/pnet
https://www.mellorvillagehall.org.uk/classes-groups


United Benefice Contacts 
 

 

St Leonard’s Church, Balderstone 
 
 

Churchwardens: 
 
PCC Secretary: 
Treasurer: 
Headteacher: 

Mary Shorthouse – mary.shorthouse@outlook.com  01254 812710  
Ryan Dixon – ryandixon466@gmail.com  07976 323221 
Kathy Evans - kabelliveau@btinternet.com  
Keith Roberts 
Victoria Gow - 01254 769150 

 

St Mary’s Church, Mellor 
 
 

Churchwardens: 
 
PCC Secretary: 
Treasurer: 
Headteacher: 

Sarah Lees - sarahlucy93@hotmail.co.uk  07450 295417  
Lloyd Brown – 07714 791256 
Ann Doolan - anndoolan@btinternet.com  07969 047984 
Mary Brown – 07832 625646  
Jo Embley-Peers - 01254 812581 

 

St Leonard the Less Church, Samlesbury 
 
 

UB Licensed Lay Minister: 
Churchwardens: 
 
PCC Secretary: 
Treasurer: 
Co-Headteachers: 

Canon Pam Daunton - 01772 877017  
Paul Daunton - 07979 496499 
John Eastham - 01772 877076 
Dr Nick Buckley – nickb2505@gmail.com   07542 762941 
Gaynor Dockerill - 07563 262784 
Lucy Sutton & Louise Quayle - 01772 877200 

 

United Benefice Administrators: Sam Metcalfe & Angela Preedy  unitedbeneficebms@outlook.com 
 

 

Useful Website Links 

Our United Benefice https://www.facebook.com/BMSBenefice  

St Leonard’s Church, Balderstone 
https://www.facebook.com/balderstonestleonards 

 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/11534/  

St Mary’s Church, Mellor 

https://www.facebook.com/mellorparishchurch  
 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/11535/  
 

https://www.mellorparishchurch.org/ 

St Leonard the Less Church, Samlesbury 
https://www.facebook.com/stleonardlesssamlesbury  

 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/11517/  

Blackburn Cathedral https://blackburncathedral.com/  

Mellor Brook Community Centre https://mellorbrook.org/  

Mellor Village Hall https://www.mellorvillagehall.org.uk/  

Samlesbury War Memorial Hall https://www.samlesburymemorialhall.co.uk/  

Whalley Abbey https://www.whalleyabbey.org/  
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Highlights from Blackburn Cathedral – What’s On 

The Blackburn Cathedral What’s On Guide can be found at https://blackburncathedral.com/events-guide/ 

 

https://blackburncathedral.com/events-guide/


Magazine Adverts – Working Together in our United Benefice 

For full contact details, of the businesses listed below, please view their adverts in our two advert 
supplements. To join our community of advertisers and place an advert, please contact Sam 
Metcalfe by emailing unitedbeneficebms@outlook.com. An advert costs just £25 for 12 months. 
 

A&G Chimney Sweeps 07944 099871 

Absolute Enigma Studio 07817 398494 

Andrew Ball Plumbing & Heating Ltd 07817 844002 

Andy Brunnschweiler Car Servicing 07798 827224 

Balderstone Logs 07976 323221 

Ben Lewis Tree Services 07843 018973 

Birch Health & Wellness 07987 036364 

Booths The Good Grocers 01772 693800 

Bowland IT Support Services 01254 947082 

Bowland Vets 01254 311311 

Canberra Fitness Centre 01254 765084 

Community Ukes 01254 813210 

C P Simm Fencing & Landscaping 07807 337717 

Crochet Classes & Tuition with Keely Robertson 07904 590552 

D.J. Worcester Chimney Sweep 01772 616467 

Evabel Sundecks 01254 813089 

Fabric Box 07712 413904 

Farleys Solicitors 01254 606000 

Fired 4 U (Paint, Pottery and Clay Studio) 01772 203060 

G.Cross Agricultural Engineering Ltd 07802 278525 

GO Driver Training 07931 316109 

Goose Foot Gin 07909 700311 

Green Clean Upholstery & Stone Cleaning Services 07737 932607 

Hair By Amy Campbell 07770 238258 

Hatha Yoga – Live Yoga UK with Blair 07511 591880 

Heritage Café at Samlesbury Hall 01254 812010 

Hoghton Contractors: David Devaney 07887 843085 

Hoghton Village Vet 01254 782737 

Home Care Mellor 01254 689981 

Homewise Society: Home Improvements Handyperson – Small Repairs 01254 232249 

Hoze-It Power Cleaning Services 07841 348290 

Ian Wilde Independent Funeral Directors 01772 902345 

James L Knowles Electrician 01772 877469 

Jane’s Hairstylist 01254 812677 

Karina’s Crafty Creations 07890 789138 

Kerry Woods Photography 07894 878847 

Let’s Foster Carers (Mike Dixon) 07855 963740 

Lilac Tree Interiors at Holland House Garden Centre 07714 794623 

Mad Cow’s Catering 07837 453497 

Mellor Brook & District Community Centre 07436 271153 

Mellor Plant UK 01254 812937 

Mellor Pharmacy 01254 812999 

M J Barton Contractors 07999 711926 

M W Holdsworth Builder & Property Repairer 07970 200371 

My Adventure Campers 07383 449449 

N & T Construction 07503 053375 

North West Autocare 01772 314873 

NSS News 01772 455421 

Old Oak Farm Nurseries Garden Centre 01254 852065 

Osbaldeston Riding Centre 01254 813159 

about:blank


Pennine Service Station Ltd 01254 812715 

Peter Whalley Plasterer 07709 673310 

Pete’s Sports Massage 07584 655855 

Preston Garden Services Ltd 07855 974540 

Progressive Wills Ltd 07543 238543 

Promedica 24 Care At Home 01254 411004 

Red Rose Insurance Solutions 01254 790796 

Ribble Home Surveys 07764 490589 

Right At Home Carers 01254 658899 

Samlesbury Secure Dog Run 07798 575750 

SG Animal Feeds 01254 261866 

Stevenson Memorials 01254 202019 

Stones Young Estate Agents 01254 682470 

Stove Installer 07787 858585 

Stuart Taylor International Ground Care & Trailers 01254 813175 

Taylors Chippy 07999 192884 

T.Forrest Pet Food 01254 852873 

The Flooring & Carpets Studio 07743 192833 

The Garage at Mellor Brook (Beauty Treatments with Zara Booth) 07398 711578 

The Old Coach House Antiques and Interiors 07598 878498 

The Retro Bungalow 01254 852723 

The Wilpshire Clinic 01254 246144 

Tiggis Italian Restaurant 01254 769133 

Wherry Gardens – Bespoke Garden Maintenance 07508 455694 

Wilpshire Dental Clinic 01254 205529 

W.M.Alty & Sons Ltd: The Alty Funeral Service 01254 503240 

X-Press Ironing Services 07712 413904 

 


