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Mellor St Mary CE Primary School Learning Overview
This is the new Learning Overview for this half term. It shows what we will be learning about in school and this can be developed and enriched at home either through the activities listed below or by some of your own choosing.
	Class 3 and 4  What is happening in the rainforest?
	Autumn Term 

	Subject
	In school we will be learning about / to
	Ideas for follow up home activities 

	English
	We are going to start our English lessons this term looking at the rainforest and finding new words to use them our writing. We will discover new ways to edit our writing so we can improve our work further.

We will be moving on to learning about stories about animals and looking after the environment. During this unit, we will explore themes within and across texts, make comparisons within a text, explore meaning of words in context, explain the effect on the reader of the authors’ choice of language, demonstrate active reading strategies and infer characters feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions and justify inferences with evidence. The outcome of these units will be for the children to complete their own short stories and persuasive leaflets based on the texts read.


	To practise writing at any opportunity thinking about a range of text types and genres such as; newspaper reports, diary writing, stories or information posters.

Please encourage your child to bring in any examples of home writing they have done. 

Please read your home reading book each day for at least ten minutes and bring it into school every day. Also, try to read a range of other reading materials you might have at home and visit the library to explore new texts and genres that you might not have red before.

	Mathematics
	This half term in maths, our focus will be on developing our knowledge of Place Value and the number system as this will provide a good foundation to build on over the coming year.

The children in year 3 will be working with numbers up to 1000, the children in Year four will be working with numbers up to the value of 10000, and the children in Year Five will be understanding numbers up to 100,000. The children will be learning to read and write numbers in words and digits, partition numbers in different ways, round numbers to the nearest 10, 100 or 1000 and represent and estimate numbers using a number line. 

Later on into the term, we will be learning to add and subtract both mentally and using formal written methods with numbers up to 4-digit for Year three and four and more than 4-digit numbers for the Year 5 children.

After the first half term, we will be moving on to developing our multiplication skills. We will firstly explore a range of mental methods and expand our understanding of using multiplication to support division problems. After this, we will move on to written multiplication including problems involving perimeter and area and Year 5 will be learning fractions.
	Use a range of websites such as:

-BBC Bitesize

-topmarks.co.uk

-Mellor School website

To access games and activities at home. 

It is extremely important that the children continue to learn their multiplication tables- the Year Four children should know all their multiplication facts up to 12x12 by the end of the year. Lots of practise at home over the course of the year will be a great help to their learning.

In preparation for our time learning towards the end of the term, it would be useful for children to begin reading clocks at home, looking at both analogue and digital clocks and reading them as accurately as possible to the nearest minute.



	Computing
	For the first half term in computing, the children will be learning about e-safety and the importance of staying safe online. Over the course of the term, the children will develop their knowledge with computing systems and networks, exploring how the internet works and servers understanding what is a reliable source on the internet. 
The children will also explore creating media through a range of apps such as, stop frame animation, Audio production and iMovie for video production. 
	Discuss with your child what they know about how to stay safe online and what to do if an incident arises at home. 



	French
	Year 3 will be learning how to greet someone and introduce themselves in French, asking and answering questions about feelings in French, making finger puppets and learning a French rhyme. In the second half of the term, Year 3 will be learning about cognates to recognise colours, shapes and size in French.

Y4 will be learning about masculine and feminine nouns and describing themselves and others using descriptive sentences in French. In the second half of the term, they will be learning clothing vocabulary to describe outfits using adjectives in French. 

Y5 will be recapping on noun gender, adjectival agreement and body parts in French. They will also be further developing listening and language detective skills through a space theme using similes and metaphors in their sentence structures in French. 
	Ask your child to teach you the numbers up to 100 in French. 

Practise French greetings to each other and use the BBC languages website to play games, watch videos and have a go at the different activities.  



	PE
	This term our PE units are dance which will be linked to our rainforest theme and invasion games which will focus on the sport of netball. 
	Practise different stretches as well as using the non-dominant hand for throwing.

  

	RE
	In RE this term, we will be discussing why communities around the world celebrate the harvest, why Christians celebrate the Harvest Festival and what the Bible says about celebrating harvest. The children will be considering their own experiences of harvest celebrations and what being thankful means.

Our learning towards Christmas will focus on advent and preparations for Christmas and the presence of Jesus. We will be looking at in what ways Christians believe that God is with us and how did/does the presence of Jesus have an impact on people’s lives. 
	Read a variety of nativity story books which emphasise that Jesus is God with us.

Read the account of Jesus’ birth in the Bible. Discuss how each of the Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John help us to learn about all of the things that happened during the time of Jesus’ birth.



	Science
	We will be having a busy term in science learning about the plants and animals and their habitats. We will continue to work scientifically and conduct practical experiments and research.

Plants

The children will explain the function of the parts of a flowering plants and describe their life cycle of including pollination, seed formation, seed dispersal and germination.  They will give different methods of pollination and seed dispersal, including examples and explain observations made during investigations. They will look at features of seeds to decide on methods of dispersal. 

Living things and habitats.

 The children identify that animals and plants can be classified in a number of possible ways including vertebrates and invertebrates, flowering and non-flowering plants. They will ask yes/no characteristic questions to classify a small number of living things and name living things in a range of habitats, giving key features that help identify them. They will give examples of how an environment may change both naturally and due to human impact and will use classification keys to identify unknown plants and animals.
	See if you can grow a plant from a seed. Make note of any changes that happen each day and watch its journey as it transforms from a seed to a plant.

You could try to grow a selection of your own vegetables. Think about which vegetables are often harvested around the Autumn time such as pumpkins.

Bring in any examples of what you have grown at home to share with the class!

	Geography
	This term we will explore the big question: Why are rainforests important to us?  

Throughout this unit, we will focus on links between biomes and climate, and we will learn to locate the Amazon rainforest and other countries in South America. We will also learn to explain how the vegetation in a tropical rainforest is defined by the two Tropics and investigate the physical features and layers of the Amazon rainforest. Further into our topic, we will consider how plants adapt to these conditions and learn about the people who live in the rainforest. We will discuss the impact of human activity locally and globally and think of what we can do to help to look after our planet.
	Visit: www.worldlandtrust.org
To watch a live stream from a rainforest. Did you manage to watch anything interesting taking place on the footage you saw?

Think about the different ways we can help protect the rainforest and the habitats of the animals who live there. 

Can you predict what you think the rainforests will look like in twenty years time?



	History
	In history this term, we will be exploring: The Benin Kingdom.

Throughout this unit, we will learn to use a timeline of key dates to answer questions about Benin society, leadership, battles and events.  We will learn to understand the religious beliefs and practices of a non-European society/ Edo people of rainforests in West Africa and compare Benin people’s beliefs about their King (Oba) with other ancient civilisations – Egyptians, Greeks and our own. Towards the end of the unit, we will start to explain the impact of British colonisation/ British Empire had on the Kingdom of Benin and explain the growth of Benin’s kingdom, trade, military battles, society and its collapse.
	Visit: www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
To have a go at some fun activities and quizzes all about the Benin Kingdom.

	Art
	Throughout this theme, children will explore the work of artists such as Henri Rousseau to further their understanding different artists. 
The art skills the children will further develop are art and craft design they will create a final piece that is inspired by the rainforest. They will create their own repeating patterns that could be used on a fabric or wallpaper. 


	Can you research any other famous artists who have been inspired by the rainforest?

Can you find any examples of artwork which have the theme of the rainforest? Think about what makes the artwork stand out to you and discuss what tools the artist might have used to create their art.

	Design and Technology
	In Design and Technology this term, we will be learning about textiles. 

We will begin the unit by setting our design brief which will be to design a bag for an explorer in the Amazon Rainforest. We will start our design process by evaluating existing products and exploring a range of fabrics including recycled materials.

When we begin the making process, we will learn to join fabrics and plastic using over sewing, back stitch, blanket stitch or machine stitching. At the end of our DT unit, we will evaluate our products and present them to the class.
	Think about what old clothes you may have at home. Can you think of ways you could recycle the material to create a new product? Discuss the importance of reusing and recycling on our environment. 

	Music
	Our music lessons this year will be provided by Lancashire Music Service, and the children will be learning Ukelele! They will have the opportunity to explore and play this instrument as well as learning the important call and response sequence. 

Our music topic is body and tuned percussion with a rainforest theme. They will identify the structure of a piece of music. Have an idea as to when there is one layer in a piece of music and when there are two. Play a sequence in the correct order in time with their partner. The will play two contrasting rhythms together and two different melodies played together. Have a complete piece of music with four beats. It will be a very interesting topic.
	Listen to a range of music pieces from South America and try to identify any instruments you can hear.


