
United Benefice Magazine – June 2025 

 

Welcome to the June 2025 edition of your United Benefice magazine.  
If you know anyone who would like to be added to our mailing list, please ask them to email 

unitedbeneficebms@outlook.com or, for anyone who is not online, please phone 01254 814041. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 



 

Light Reflections…The Gospel     

 “Let your light shine…” (Matthew 5.16) 

 

It is slightly strange to think it has been less than 
a week since the installation. This time a week 
ago my family had finished arriving, the last 
boxes were being unpacked and moved, and the 
last bits of furniture were being assembled. I 
was full of a nervous energy. Not quite sure 
what to expect in the coming days. I was 
hopeful, prayerful but nervous too. A year ago, 
all I knew about the benefice were road signs 
from driving along the A59. I had just begun my 
curacy placement in a different context and the 
end of curacy, let alone first incumbency, felt a 
long way off. Even on Sunday morning it did not 
seem quite real that by the end of the day I 
would be a vicar, a real actual vicar. Even though I had spent years discerning, praying and working 
toward that afternoon it did not seem quite real until I was actually at St Leonard’s Balderstone, robed 
and walking into the church. 
 
 At that point it did feel real. But the nerves were still there. Though that was probably, in some 
ways, a good thing. Nerves can be scary, but they can also show what we view as important, what we 
think matters. I was nervous because I knew this next step in my ministry was and is important. But in 
church on Sunday, from the first moment I arrived, I was reminded that I will not be doing this ministry 
alone. 
 
 
 I was blown away by the number of people there. Clergy from other parishes, people from 
across the benefice and from my curacy parish. I am not sure there were many seats left in the whole 
church. It was an important reminder that the ministry of the parish is not mine alone, that whatever 
happens, we will face it supporting and caring for one another. And we face it with God supporting us 
as well. In the service we were fed by word and sacrament, we heard scripture and received the Body 
and Blood of Christ. 
 
 Sunday was a wonderful day of people gathered in prayer, celebration and support. Our 

support for one another is not just limited to great days 
and new beginnings, just as God’s presence with us is not 
limited to feasts and Sunday. As we move forward together 
as a benefice, as those about to be confirmed prepare for 
Sunday, how can we all support one another in growing to 
be the people God calls us to be? How can we give that 
support and encouragement every day to those around us? 
 

Reverand Nathaniel Gilmour 
 
Please also find a link to a recording of my installation 
service, credit to my Father for the recording. 
https://youtu.be/gbMAWWUXQko 
  

https://pol01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FgbMAWWUXQko&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cd7528a46c5904ced0e2d08dda1167212%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638843839964118692%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nRyu8SzUQ2SdMBEQWcOc0%2BA%2BEGsFrvxJCRP6%2BZl6z48%3D&reserved=0


United Benefice Church Services: June 2025 
                                        

 Balderstone Mellor Samlesbury 

Sunday 1st 
June 

11:00 United Benefice Confirmation Service with the Bishop of Burnley at St 
Leonard the Less Church, Samlesbury 

Sunday 8th 
June 

16:00 Café Church 
09:30 Mothers Union Holy 

Communion 
11:00 Morning Praise All 

Age Worship 

Sunday 15th 
June 

09:30 Holy Communion 9:30 Morning Prayer 11:00 Holy Communion 

Sunday 22nd 
June 

11:00 Holy Communion 09:30 Family Service - 

Sunday 29th 
June 

9:30 United Benefice Joint Service at St Mary’s Church, Mellor 

 

PRAYER DIARY 

 

Each month, as a United Benefice, we will be focusing our prayers on a 
strand of the Diocesan Vision 2026. Every week, we will pray an aspect of 

that strand, as we seek God’s face and will for our Benefice. 

June 
Inspiring Children and Young People to 

raise up a new generation for Christ 

Week 1 
Lord God, help us to disciple and nurture children and young people in 

their Faith. Amen 

Week 2 
Jesus, continue to inspire us to hold regular worship that is accessible and 
appealing to children and young people and their families. Amen 

Week 3 
Father, we pray for growth in the numbers of leaders of children and 

young people.  Amen 

Week 4 

 

Lord Jesus, we thank you for our excellent relationships with our Benefice 

schools, we pray for even closer partnership working and a vision for our 

11-16 year olds. Amen. 

 

United Benefice Confirmations 2025 
 

 

This year’s United Benefice Confirmation 
Service took place at 11:00am on 
Sunday, 1st June, at St Leonard the Less 
Church, Samlesbury, with The Right 
Reverend Dr Joe Kennedy, Bishop of 
Burnley. Thank you to everyone who can 
and made it extra special 
 

 

 
 



Rev’d Nathaniel has asked that Mondays be respected as his day off. If you feel you have a genuine 
emergency, on a Monday, that requires help, please contact a Church Warden first and they will help 

to advise you. Please find their contact details on page 12 of this magazine. The United Benefice admin 
email address is unitedbeneficebms@outlook.com. 

 
 

Midweek United Benefice Services 

 
 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us at our weekly, midweek United Benefice services. 
 

 

Our midweek United Benefice Holy Communion Services are held on 
Tuesdays at 9:30am at St Mary’s Church, Mellor. These services are open to 
all from Balderstone, Mellor, Samlesbury and beyond and are followed by 
coffee and friendly chat. Please do come along for worship & fellowship. 
 

 

Midweek United Benefice services are also held every Friday, at 4:00pm, when we 
will be saying Evening Prayer at St Mary’s Church, Mellor.  All are invited to join us 
as we pray for Church Growth across our parishes of Balderstone, Mellor and 
Samlesbury. 
 

 

 
United Benefice Diary Dates 

 

For further details of any of these diary events, please see our event posters, read through the articles 
in our magazines or email unitedbeneficebms@outlook.com.  
1st June United Benefice Confirmation Service at St Leonard the Less Church, Samlesbury 11:00am 

3rd June United Benefice Holy Communion Service at St Mary’s Church, Mellor 9:30am  

4th June St Mary’s Choir Practice at St Mary’s Church, Mellor  6:30pm  

4th June Bell Ringing Practice at St Leonard the Less Church, Samlesbury 7:00pm  

6th June United Benefice Evening Prayer at St Mary’s Church, Mellor 4:00pm 

10th June United Benefice Holy Communion Service at St Mary’s Church, Mellor 9:30am  

10th June Mellor Mother’s Union Meeting in the Narthex at ST Mary’s Church, Mellor 7:00pm 

11th June St Mary’s Choir Practice at St Mary’s Church, Mellor  6:30pm  

11th June Bell Ringing Practice at St Leonard the Less Church, Samlesbury 7:00pm  

13th June United Benefice Evening Prayer at St Mary’s Church, Mellor 4:00pm 

14th June St Leonard’s, Balderstone Summer Fair and BBQ 2:30pm 

17th June United Benefice Holy Communion Service at St Mary’s Church, Mellor 9:30am  

18th June St Mary’s Choir Practice at St Mary’s Church, Mellor  6:30pm  

18th June Bell Ringing Practice at St Leonard the Less Church, Samlesbury 7:00pm  

20th June Communitea - Coffee and Craft at The Nabs Head, Samlesbury 10:00am 

20th June United Benefice Evening Prayer at St Mary’s Church, Mellor 4:00pm 

24th June United Benefice Holy Communion Service at St Mary’s Church, Mellor 9:30am  

25th June St Mary’s Choir Practice at St Mary’s Church, Mellor  6:30pm  

25th June Bell Ringing Practice at St Leonard the Less Church, Samlesbury 7:00pm  

27th June United Benefice Evening Prayer at St Mary’s Church, Mellor 4:00pm 

28th June Samlesbury Garden Party at Samlesbury War Memorial Hall 12-4pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:unitedbeneficebms@outlook.com
about:blank


St Leonard the Less Church, Samlesbury – News and Events 

GARDEN PARTY 
Samlesbury will be holding their annual garden party on 
Saturday 28th June, 12 noon at 
SAMLESBURY WAR MEMORIAL HALL 
Our retiring Rose Queen Emily will say a few words followed by the Crowning of our new Rose Queen Alexia. 
You can enjoy our delicious BBQ lunches or treat yourself to tea and cake (or both) 
We will have lots of games and stalls including a Raffle, Tombola, Bottle game, Wheel of Fortune, and family 
games 
Don't forget the children's races! 
Of course there will be a cake stall as well as book and plant stalls 
We will round the day off with tug of war and egg catching! 
We would be most grateful for any contributions of bottles (filled please), cakes, Raffle and tombola prizes 
which can be given beforehand to Grace, any member of the social committee or the church wardens 
Thank you 
 

VE Day AD 2025 
 
On Thursday 8th May Samlesbury celebrated the 80th Anniversary of the Allies' Victory in Europe. 
At 6.30pm the bellringers at the Parish Church joined other church towers all around the country, as they rang 
for half an hour. A substantial hotpot/cheese pie was then served at the Nab's Head Community Pub, before our 
local Deputy Lieutenant of Lancashire, Charles Hadcock gave a speech and we made our way to the top of 
Hoolster Hill. 
The Beacon was lit by Charles at 9.30 and the clear evening enabled us to see a number of other beacons on the 
surrounding summits. 
Over £150 was raised for the British Legion, and we would like to thank all who made the evening into such a 
memorable occasion. 
 

St Leonards Church, Balderstone – News and Events 
 

Our Walking Day in May was a great success thanks to the wonderful support. 
It was strange walking to church/school without hearing Balderstone Band playing as we walked however, it was 
lovely to see and hear them as we arrived and then accompany us into the playground for the welcome. Sincere 
thanks to Rev John Hartley for leading our welcome and staying to enjoy the afternoon. 
The weather was beautiful, which always helps, and the children were happy joining in the sports. Balderstone 
Band played during the afternoon which always gives the event a brilliant atmosphere 
Many thanks to all who contributed to making the afternoon such a success including, organising and running 
the sports, preparing the certificates, generously providing the refreshments and helping, setting up for the 
event and clearing away. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Our next event is our Summer Fair & Barbecue Saturday 14th June 2.30pm 
This will be held on the school playground and field, entrance cost is £1 Adults and 50p Children. The children 
will open the Fair with a musical performance, and we are extremely pleased the Ukulele Group will be 
performing throughout the afternoon. 
There will be stalls including, Plants, Cake, Bottle, Tombola, Children’s games. 
This year there won’t be a gift stall however, we are holding a raffle. 
If anyone would like to donate items for the tombola or raffle we would be very grateful. 
Items can be either be passed to me, left in church or given to Janet Leaver. 
There will be a set charge for the burgers and sausages with donations for other refreshments. 
Please come along and enjoy a relaxing afternoon. 
 
Please note dates of our future events. 
Safari Supper on Saturday evening 6th September 
The date for Harvest Supper will be confirmed once it has been discussed with our new vicar Nathaniel. 
The Brass Band Christmas Concert is on Sunday 30th November 6.30pm in church. 
Our Christmas Fair is on Saturday 13th December 2.pm in school.. 
More information will be available as the events get closer. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at any or all of these events. 
 
The next meeting of the social committee is on Thursday 10th July 7.30pm at Pickering Fold Farm. BB2 7LQ If you 
have any questions please do contact me. 
Catherine (Dixon) 
01772 877289/ 07976550882 catherine@dixondrainage.co.uk 
 

Balderstone Social Committee – A Big Thank You! 
In considering the future workings of the Social Committee, members of the Committee agreed that over a 
period of 38 years, Catherine Dixon’s leadership and contribution to the Committee’s programme of events was 
nothing short of outstanding. During this period of time, she had carried an enormous Social Committee 
workload and responsibility, at the same time as running the family business and looking after her family. 
The support she gained from Committee members and others within the community, was a reflection of their 
appreciation of the way that she led by example, or putting it simply, by taking on an unbelievable workload and 
list of ‘to do’ jobs, throughout the year, and year by year. Our calendar of events every year, has been a 
programme of successful and enjoyable occasions, one after another, and in no small measure due to 
Catherine’s efforts and leadership. 
Our gratitude was expressed, at the same time as agreeing that it was our responsibility now, to take steps to 
find ways of relieving Catherine of this heavy workload, by sharing it out in the best possible ways, yet to be 
determined. We look forward to Catherine’s continuing involvement with the Social Committee, but we 
sincerely hope, with a less demanding input. 
 

 

Balderstone Mothers’ Union 
Due to me being away in May we have cancelled the meeting on 20th May and rescheduled it on June 17th 
usual time 2pm at 11 Long Meadow. Janet will be telling more about history of hymns. If anyone is interested 
please do come along you’ll be most welcome. Janet is always very interesting, she does so much research into 
the origin of the hymns. 
A few of us attended the Whalley Deanery Festival, it was a lovely service and always good to catch up with old 
friends. 
We have been awarded a Bronze Award for our efforts for the MU rise up campaign, dealing with domestic 
abuse. I will put it up on the notice board in Church. We will now have to try for the Silver!!! 
 
 

Susan Baron 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:catherine@dixondrainage.co.uk


St Mary’s Church, Mellor – News and Events 
 
Brass & Gold 
 
A large audience enjoyed St Mary's musical evening 'Brass and Gold' on 
Friday 9th May! Union flags adorned the church for VE Day 80 and our 
Church Choir, the Day School Choir and Balderstone Brass Band provided the 
entertainment. 
The Church Choir began by performing songs and dialogue about a poor 
young Welsh girl Mary Jones, who walked twenty six miles barefoot from 
Llanfihangel to Bala to buy a  Welsh bible from Reverend Charles. 
Our Day School Children went on to sing a compilation of songs from this 
year's  'Lets Go Sing Festival' held in Blackpool's Winter Gardens. 
Balderstone Brass Band rounded off the evening with rousing renditions of 
many favourite pieces including wartime tunes; ending with great hits from 'The Last Night of the Proms' with 
much flag waving and audience participation! 
It was great fun and raised a total of £2095 for the church - well done all! 
Richard Jones 
 
I would like to thank Mellor Church Choir, Advertiser's, Day School, Brooke, Balderstone Brass Band, people who 
gave donations and Raffle prizes and friends who supported me at the "Brass and Gold" musical evening. 
Margaret Baldwin. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Mellor Mother’s Union 
On Tuesday 6th May with the excellent organisation of Rita Gorman, Mother's Union members were lucky to 
have their monthly meeting attending the production of Beauty and the Beast at the Empire Theatre put on by 
Blackburn Musical Theatre Company. 
 
Everyone remarked what an absolutely amazing show it was made better by the huge cast and main characters, 
being Belle played by Leanna Wharf and the Beast played by Matt Whately. 
 
The costumes were a kaleidoscope of colours, singing and dancing which was mesmerizing throughout the show 
 
Being seated in the front two rows, nothing was missed and we even had sight of the wonderful orchestra who 
were placed 'under the stage'.    
 
Most members remarked how good Belle's solo songs were performed and said all the cast put on a superb 
show.  It seems the two favourites, Lumiere and Cogsworth made great impressions, making everyone laugh. 
Members remarked what a pleasurable evening it had been.   
 
Frances Jackson  
Deputy Roving Reporter  



Mellor Card Ladies – Recycled Cards  
 

 

This month we have supported the Charity Parkinson's UK by sponsoring Emma Wilson for £20 when she ran the 
Manchester marathon. Well done Emma!  In keeping with the recent commemorations  for  V E day, we have 
donated £25 to SSAFA (Soldiers', Sailors' and Airman's Families Association). We thank you all for your continued 
support, we couldn't make these donations without it. 

 

The Card Ladies 
 
Pets and Praise 

We are holding a Pets and Praise service on Sunday 6 July at 4.00 pm in St. Mary's Church Mellor. It will be a 

short service followed by refreshments afterwards.' All people plus pets welcome! 

 

Little Angels 

Helpers may have outnumbered the children but we had a very pleasant afternoon at our meeting in May. 

Rev. Gary and Rev. Jane assisted by preparing the activity..... The children search for the lost sheep then made a 

card to take home. 

We also sang 'Happy Birthday' to Hilda. 

We meet again on Tuesday 24th June when we look forward to the children from school coming to sing to us..... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Safeguarding Officer Vacancy 

Urgent: Mellor require a new Parish Safeguarding Officer due to the retirement of our previous one. If 

you would like to take on this role or require more information please contact the United Benefice 

Administrator, the Church Wardens or Reverend Barbara. All training will be given.  

 

United Benefice Administrator 

The United Benefice of Balderstone, Mellor and Samlesbury are looking for a new Church 

Administrator for general admin tasks and providing support to the Vicar. 

This is a paid role on a self-employed basis, with up to 7 hours a week available at £12/Hr. If you feel 

that you have the right skills and time to spare, please get in contact with Nathaniel via email before 

the 31st of May 2025: rev.n.gilmour@gmail.com 

 

mailto:rev.n.gilmour@gmail.com


BALDERSTONE ST LEONARD’S CE PRIMARY & PRE-SCHOOL 
‘rooted and grounded in love…’  Ephesians 3:17. 

OUR NEW READ, FED AND GET AHEAD 

BREAKFAST PROVISION  

United Benefice School News 

Balderstone Brambles, Brekkie and Buildings! 

 

There are lots of new ventures to celebrate at Balderstone this term – 

new vicar, new breakfast club, new Bramble nursery, new Open the 

Book pilot and new building projects!   

 

The launch of our new universal, breakfast club from 8am every day has 

been a real blessing to Balderstone.  We applied to be one of the 

government’s early adopters of free breakfast club to trial the new 

offer for parents and WE LOVE IT! Every day, the children get a free, 

freshly prepared and healthy brekkie (choice of cereals, beans, scrambled eggs, yoghurt and granola) 

and then get time to be heard read, learn traditional board games and then have a wake up and shake 

up, keep fit session with one of our sports coaches!  With over 60 children on average coming into 

school for brekkie, it has become a highlight of the school day. We have also noted the benefit to our 

children to the start of their learning – as the children are fully fuelled and exercised and ready to start 

the day. Parents and carers have also loved the ability to drop off and get to work – all free of charge. 

 

In April it was also announced by the Department for Education that we 

have been successful in our bid to expand our school-based nursery offer. 

This means that over the summer holidays we will be completely 

refurbishing our EYFS unit, extending the classroom to create three distinct 

learning and playing spaces – a newly resourced EYFS classroom for our 15 

Reception children, a brand new 2-year-old room (Balderstone Brambles 

Nursery) and a new pre-school room (Balderstone Burrow). We will only be 

opening initially to 5, two-year-old children and this provision will grow 

each year!   The success of the bid also means that we will be able to 

expand our pre-school offer to the parish, offering 15 places for 3–4 

year-olds.  It is an absolute joy to see our pre-school and Reception 

children learning through play together and seeing them flourish, 

especially in their Forest Friday and Woods Wednesday sessions. Here 

they are planting their own potatoes with Mrs Riddell.  Contact Mrs 

Oddie at school if you would be interested in a place in either Brambles 

Nursery or Pre-school.  

 

We have also been blessed by a diocesan building grant, which will allow us to 

completely replace all the external cladding, windows and doors around school 

over the summer break. This will allow us to modernise and upgrade the school’s 

insultation and give each classroom wonderful new bi-fold or French doors to the 

outside!  Mrs Riddell and the new Stewardship Squad in school have been busy 

writing our school’s Climate Action plan and this overhaul of our glazing and cladding will make a 

massive impact on our school’s energy usage.  We have also been busy cutting our food waste and 

starting our own composting venture, to help keep our gardening club stocked with nourishment! We 



were also awarded the Bronze Woodland Trust Green Tree Award this month for our environmental 

work.   

 

Our wonderful FOBS team (Friends of Balderstone School) have 

been fundraising for the past few years to replace our aged 

adventure playground. The great news is that over the summer 

holidays we are having a brand-new adventure playground AND 

a Toddle Tyre track (a safe space for our youngest children to 

learn to ride their bikes and scooters and also to learn about 

road safety!) We have a last bit of fund-raising to complete over 

the summer term, so please do support the FOBS Summer fun 

event on Saturday 21st June. Our families especially enjoyed the 

first ever Balderstone Colour Run event, to celebrate the end of 

SATS week in school!      

 

Finally, a huge thank you to our Benefice buddies who have launched the pilot Open the Book mission 

this last fortnight. The team, made up of local parishioners, are trained and ready to come into our 

schools and share God’s Word with our children. The first worship was one of the most engaging 

worships we have ever shared – with the team creating a puppet ministry retelling of the Good 

Samaritan and getting many of the children from our Salt and Light values group involved in the 

parable.  This is just one example of the Balderstone Bridge in action (the connection that links our 

school and our church together).    

 

On behalf of the three Benefice schools, may we take this opportunity to welcome Reverend Nathaniel 

to the parishes and we shall be holding him in 

our prayers as he starts his ministry in 

Balderstone, Mellor and Samlesbury. May our 

three schools be places of joy, refreshment 

(literal and metaphorical) and restoration for 

him! 
 

Victoria Gow and the Balderstone School Family 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to find out what has been happening in all our United Benefice schools, then please use the 

links below.  

Balderstone weekly newsletter https://www.balderstoneschool.co.uk/page/?title=School+Newsletter&pid=192 

Mellor monthly newsletter https://www.mellor.lancs.sch.uk/stream/newsletters/full/1/-// 

Samlesbury monthly newsletter https://www.samlesburyceprimary.co.uk/parents/newsletters 

 

https://www.balderstoneschool.co.uk/page/?title=School+Newsletter&pid=192
https://www.mellor.lancs.sch.uk/stream/newsletters/full/1/-/
https://www.samlesburyceprimary.co.uk/parents/newsletters


United Benefice Community News and Events 

  

MELLOR BROOK & DISTRICT COMMUNITY CENTRE 

Whalley Road, Mellor Brook, BB2 7PR.   
 

The Community Centre is the perfect venue for a variety of events such as private functions, children’s parties, 
conferences and meetings.  It offers excellent amenities including a fully equipped kitchen, conference room set-
up, Wi-Fi and IT facilities, PA system and a brand new state of the art lighting rig.  With excellent transport links, 
it’s situated in a rural yet central location within the heart of the Ribble Valley. 
 
Hire costs per hour for one off bookings: £20 Main Hall, weekend/party rate up to 5pm £20 (minimum charge 
£100), 5pm to 10pm £30.  Front Room £15, Foyer £15, Upstairs Room £15, Kitchen £5.  Regular 
weekly/fortnightly bookings: commercial organisations receive a one third discount and charitable 
organisations receive a two thirds discount off the standard hire rate. 
  
Regular groups and upcoming events: Monday – Pilates, Women’s Institute Craft Sessions (last Monday of the 
month). Tuesday – Palatine Fiddlers, Women’s Institute. Wednesday – Public Christian Meetings. Thursday – 
Little Voices BDRV (term-time), Community Ukulele. Friday – Cheryl’s Dance Studios (term-time), The 
Community Tap 20th June.  Saturday - The Zimmermen (Bob Dylan tribute) 24th May.  Sunday – Film Club 
resuming in September, “Things Found in Books” Boo Hewerdine & Yvonne Lyon in concert 6th July. 
 
Check out the website www.mellorbrook.org, Facebook and Twitter @MellorBrook for news and forthcoming 
events.  Tel: 07436 271153, email: rachael@mellorbrook.org. 

Rachael Calvey 

 

Mellor Village Hall 
 

 
 

Regular Classes and Groups at Mellor Village Hall 
 

If you are interested in any of the following activities, please click on the link below to find out more 
about the regular classes and groups at Mellor Village Hall. 

 

Girl Guides  Knit and Natter  Line Dancing  Singing  Indoor Bowls  Walking Netball  Walking Football   
Dog Ways  Genjitsu  Badminton  Mellor Tots  Aerobics  Gaming Night  Yoga   

Ukulele Lessons  Arts and Crafts  Balderstone Brass Band  Saturday Café  Pickle Ball 
 

https://www.mellorvillagehall.org.uk/classes-groups 
 

 
 
Samlesbury Area Civic Society 
 
The Civic Society would like to confirm that the society will again in selling our home grown tomatoes 
from the little table next to the Memorial Hall. This year we have extended our range of tomatoes and 
also confirm that they will be sold at the same price as last year, ( only £1.50 per plant.) As last year all 
the sales of these plants will go to help us run the community garden and make the hanging baskets 
around the Hall. It is only with your help that we can continue to do this.  
Should anyone want to come and help us, please contact John Evans 07962121678 or John Greaves 
07910235256, when you would be made very welcome.

http://www.mellorbrook.org/
mailto:rachaelvcalvey@hotmail.com
https://www.mellorvillagehall.org.uk/classes-groups


United Benefice Contacts 
 

 

St Leonard’s Church, Balderstone 
 
 

Churchwardens: 
 
PCC Secretary: 
Treasurer: 
Headteacher: 

Mary Shorthouse – mary.shorthouse@outlook.com  01254 812710  
Ryan Dixon – ryandixon466@gmail.com  07976 323221 
Kathy Evans - kabelliveau@btinternet.com  
Keith Roberts 
Victoria Gow - 01254 769150 

 

St Mary’s Church, Mellor 
 
 

Churchwardens: 
 
PCC Secretary: 
Treasurer: 
Headteacher: 

Sarah Lees - sarahlucy93@hotmail.co.uk  07450 295417  
Lloyd Brown – 07714 791256 
Ann Doolan - anndoolan@btinternet.com  07969 047984 
Mary Brown – 07832 625646  
Jo Embley-Peers - 01254 812581 

 

St Leonard the Less Church, Samlesbury 
 
 

UB Licensed Lay Minister: 
Churchwardens: 
 
PCC Secretary: 
Treasurer: 
Co-Headteachers: 

Canon Pam Daunton - 01772 877017  
Paul Daunton - 07979 496499 
John Eastham - 01772 877076 
Dr Nick Buckley – nickb2505@gmail.com   07542 762941 
Gaynor Dockerill - 07563 262784 
Lucy Sutton & Louise Quayle - 01772 877200 

 

United Benefice Administrators: Sam Metcalfe & Angela Preedy  unitedbeneficebms@outlook.com 
 

 

Useful Website Links 

Our United Benefice https://www.facebook.com/BMSBenefice  

St Leonard’s Church, Balderstone 
https://www.facebook.com/balderstonestleonards 

 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/11534/  

St Mary’s Church, Mellor 

https://www.facebook.com/mellorparishchurch  
 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/11535/  
 

https://www.mellorparishchurch.org/ 

St Leonard the Less Church, Samlesbury 
https://www.facebook.com/stleonardlesssamlesbury  

 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/11517/  

Blackburn Cathedral https://blackburncathedral.com/  

Mellor Brook Community Centre https://mellorbrook.org/  

Mellor Village Hall https://www.mellorvillagehall.org.uk/  

Samlesbury War Memorial Hall https://www.samlesburymemorialhall.co.uk/  

Whalley Abbey https://www.whalleyabbey.org/  
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Magazine Adverts – Working Together in our United Benefice 

For full contact details, of the businesses listed below, please view their adverts in our two advert 
supplements.  
 
To join our community of advertisers and place an advert, please contact Sam Metcalfe by 
emailing unitedbeneficebms@outlook.com. An advert costs just £25 for 12 months. 
 

A&G Chimney Sweeps 07944 099871 

Absolute Enigma Studio 07817 398494 

Andrew Ball Plumbing & Heating Ltd 07817 844002 

Balderstone Logs 07976 323221 

Ben Lewis Tree Services 07843 018973 

Bowland IT Support Services 01254 947082 

Bowland Vets 01254 311311 

Canberra Fitness Centre 01254 765084 

Community Ukes 01254 813210 

C P Simm Fencing & Landscaping 07807 337717 

Crochet Classes & Tuition with Keely Robertson 07904 590552 

D.J. Worcester Chimney Sweep 01772 616467 

Evabel Sundecks 01254 813089 

Fabric Box 07712 413904 

Fired 4 U (Paint, Pottery and Clay Studio) 01772 203060 

G.Cross Agricultural Engineering Ltd 07802 278525 

GO Driver Training 07931 316109 

Goose Foot Gin 07909 700311 

Hair By Amy Campbell 07770 238258 

Hatha Yoga – Live Yoga UK with Blair 07511 591880 

Heritage Café at Samlesbury Hall 01254 812010 

Hoghton Contractors: David Devaney 07887 843085 

Hoghton Village Vet 01254 782737 

Home Care Mellor 01254 689981 

Homewise Society: Home Improvements Handyperson – Small Repairs 01254 232249 

Hoze-It Power Cleaning Services 07841 348290 

Ian Wilde Independent Funeral Directors 01772 902345 

James L Knowles Electrician 01772 877469 

Jane’s Hairstylist 01254 812677 

Let’s Foster Carers (Mike Dixon) 07855 963740 

Lilac Tree Interiors at Holland House Garden Centre 07714 794623 

Mellor Brook & District Community Centre 07436 271153 

Mellor Plant UK 01254 812937 

Mellor Pharmacy 01254 812999 

M J Barton Contractors 07999 711926 

M W Holdsworth Builder & Property Repairer 07970 200371 

My Adventure Campers 07383 449449 

N & T Construction 07503 053375 

North West Autocare 01772 314873 

NSS News 01772 455421 

Old Oak Farm Nurseries Garden Centre 01254 852065 

Pennine Service Station Ltd 01254 812715 

Pete’s Sports Massage 07584 655855 

Preston Garden Services Ltd 07855 974540 

Promedica 24 Care At Home 01254 411004 

Red Rose Insurance Solutions 01254 790796 

Ribble Home Surveys 07764 490589 

Right At Home Carers 01254 658899 
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Samlesbury Secure Dog Run 07798 575750 

SG Animal Feeds 01254 261866 

Stones Young Estate Agents 01254 682470 

Stove Installer 07787 858585 

Stuart Taylor International Ground Care & Trailers 01254 813175 

Taylors Chippy 07999 192884 

T.Forrest Pet Food 01254 852873 

The Garage at Mellor Brook (Beauty Treatments with Zara Booth) 07398 711578 

The Old Coach House Antiques and Interiors 07598 878498 

The Retro Bungalow 01254 852723 

The Wilpshire Clinic 01254 246144 

Tiggis Italian Restaurant 01254 769133 

Wherry Gardens – Bespoke Garden Maintenance 07508 455694 

Wilpshire Dental Clinic 01254 205529 

W.M.Alty & Sons Ltd: The Alty Funeral Service 01254 503240 

X-Press Ironing Services 07712 413904 

 


