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This is the new Learning Overview for this half term. It shows what we will be learning about in school and this can be developed and enriched at home either through the activities listed below or by some of your own choosing.
	Class 4

	Spring Term
Topic- How do forces help us solve problems?

	Subject
	In school we will be learning about / to
	Ideas for follow up home activities 

	English
	In English this term, we will be very busy learning about The Iron Man by Ted Hughes and The Tin Snail by looking at themes in novels. We will be exploring our Christian virtues of courage and responsibility through these themes. In Year 5 we will be looking at Parenthesis and Year 4 will be developing their cohesion in paragraphs. 
We will be writing recount texts in the form of Diaries and Non Chronological reports through our science work. In poetry we will be looking at the structure of poems and poetry recital and how we can perform poems in front of an audience using expression and tone.
	As part of our homework we will be researching about Sir Isaac Newton and his contributions to science.
https://www.ducksters.com/biography/scientists/isaac_newton.php
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/sir-isaac-newton
https://www.coolkidfacts.com/isaac-newton-for-kids/


	Mathematics
	We have a jam packed term full of maths problems and to solve this term. We will start off looking at place value and negative numbers. Following on from that will be translating shapes in more than one quadrant and learning about fractions decimals and division. 
Next half term we will be looking at area and multiplication and using addition and subtraction to solve problems with statistics and measures.
We will also be doing a lot of graph work and converting units in our science topics.
	Year 4 need to be completing their times tables in under 6 seconds ready for their government test in June. Completing Times Table Rockstars everyday will help to improve your score. We have a leader board in class so children can see their improvement. Can you be a rock hero?


	Computing
	The focus for computing will be computer programming where the programme Scratch in this unit explores the concept of sequencing in programming through Scratch. It begins with an introduction to the programming environment.
They will be introduced to a selection of motion, sound, and event blocks which they will use to create their own programs, featuring sequences. The unit is paced to focus on all aspects of sequences, and make sure that knowledge is built in a structured manner. Learners also apply stages of program design through this unit.
	Discuss with your child what they know about how to stay safe online and the importance of the dangers of online games and what to do if an incident arises at home. 



	French
	In French we will be recapping our work from last term as well as looking at sports and days. We will be beginning to learn about the future tense and French verbs. In our geography topic, we will be learning about the France and comparing parts of it to Mellor village and Lancashire. We will be looking at how people in other cultures live and widening our horizons and knowledge of other countries, cultures and faiths.
	Can you researching what French cafes are like, what type of food they sell. Have a go designing and creating a menu for a French Café using only French words. Don’t forget my favourite French food…cheese!
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/119838040060582483/
https://www.tes.com/lessons/fsjXiSxvnRbsmQ/french-cuisine
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/44050902592525902/

	PE
	This term Class 4 will be having swimming lessons. We will be practising our strokes, improving endurance and developing new skills to help us become competent swimmers. We will be continuing our Daily Mile until we begin participating in new skipping activities to develop our stamina and fitness.
	Children will be encouraged to practise their skipping skills at home as these sessions will be timed and numbers of skips counted. 

	RE
	In RE this half term, we will be learning how to deepen our understanding of the impact Jesus had/has on people’s lives. Our key questions will be What does ‘change’ mean? How can our lives be changed? Is it easy to change? How did Jesus change lives? When did/does Jesus change lives?
What happens when Jesus changes a person’s life? We will be discussing this and adding to our workbooks and scrapbooks through drama and diary entries and other activities.
Next half term we will be looking towards Easter, exploring the sadness and joy of this special time. We will be exploring our Christian virtues of Faith, Hope and Love. We will listen to and retell the Easter Story, emphasising the emotions expressed by the people and consider how the emotions of the events of Holy Week and Easter are reflected in church services. We will also be practising for our Easter celebrations in church.

	Look at the Bible at home, both adults’ and children’s editions. Read the miracles of Jesus and discuss how these fit into our lives today. If we question our faith who can we ask for guidance? Where does our light come from?

	Science
	We will be having a busy term in science learning about forces and magnets. We will be doing a lot of investigating and designing investigations taking inspiration from famous scientists such as Sir Isaac Newton and Leonardo De Vinci and his connections to Christianity and his faith in God. In the first half term, we will be looking at forces and how that things move. We will ask questions and explore the forces of gravity, air resistance and friction alongside levers and pulleys and gears.
In the second half term, we will be discovering the force of magnetism and creating and designing ways we can test magnetic properties of materials. We will also be writing about our investigations linking to our English work. We will further into fair tests and talk about how we can prepare, set out and complete our investigations.
Also this term, the whole school will be taking part in the Big School’s Birdwatch in January and creating bird feeders to attract different birds into our grounds as part of forest schools with Mrs Houndslow.
	Can you make a simple machine? Can you explain the forces acting on your machine and why it works? Design a simple machine and test it creating explanations for its movement.
https://www.123homeschool4me.com/24-simple-machine-projects-for-kids_97/
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/sciavarellasc/simple-machine-projects/


	Geography
	Over the course of this term we will be joining our geography and Art lessons together to compare the village of Mellor and Lancashire to France. We will be looking at famous French artist like Seurat, Cezanne and Morisot. We will use maps of Europe and France to identify where the art pieces were painted along with maps of climatic zones. We will compare modern day Paris to the images painted in the pictures. We will be using a range of media to create images and soundscapes of the beautiful countryside we are blessed with.
	Research about the Famous painter Monet and create a piece of art in the style of his painting.
https://artsycraftsymom.com/art-appreciation-10-claude-monet-art-projects-for-kids/
https://thecraftyclassroom.com/crafts/famous-artist-crafts-for-kids/monet-craft-for-kids/



	Art
	In art the children will be focusing on drawing skills. They will be creating a three-dimensional effect by using contrasting tones to show light and dark. They will be combining lines and marks to represent different textures. Using lines and marks in different ways to represent dark and light areas (tone). They will be comparing the sizes of different objects to draw them in proportion and representing the size of one object relative to another and completing a final piece of layering colours to produce a drawing. 
	To practise different drawing techniques. 

	Design and Technology
	This term the children will be making there own biscuits. In this topic describing features of biscuits using taste, texture and appearance. Children will explain why some biscuits might be made for children, adults or special occasions. We will recap and follow simple rules for working in a safe and clean way. We will follow a recipe with support, use a budget to plan a recipe, adapt a recipe using additional ingredients to fit a design or budget. The children will measure and mix ingredients properly and evaluate their products.
	Look at different biscuit packaging and which one draws you in. 

	PSHE
	This term we will be celebrating difference, understanding the meaning of uniqueness and tolerance of people. We will be looking at different faiths and the similarities and differences between people. Jesus showed compassion to people in all walks of life and that Christians reside all over the world living with and working beside people of all religions and cultures. We will be having philosophy sessions discussing issues the children raise about diversity and tolerance.
	Discover famous Christians all over the world. How did Christianity spread so far? How can we feel more connected to people in our own lives as well as across the world?

	Music
	Our music lessons this year will be provided by Lancashire Music Service and the children will be continuing their knowledge of percussion instruments through samba drumming! They will have the opportunity this term to create some compositions as well as play alongside their peers. Using Charanga, we will learn the song Living on a Prayer and discover and explore the interesting instruments found in Rock.
	How many rock songs do you know? Discover 3 songs that you like that you have never heard before. How are they the same and different?
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