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This Collective Worship resource has been compiled to work with the new Diocesan RE 

Syllabus and the challenge of introducing pupils to God’s ‘big salvation story’ and Christian 

concepts. 

Pupils will be familiar with many if not all of the stories below but do they really understand 

where the individual stories fit within the ‘big story’ and God’s salvation plan? The idea is 

that you begin at the beginning and then simply continue right through to the end, well 

almost! Tell a new story each day pointing out where you are in the Bible and God’s big 

story. Highlight the values lived out in that story and briefly unpack the concept within the 

story.  

 

Concept Story 

God 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

In the beginning God….. 

Creation 
….created the heavens and the earth and everything was 
good.  

Fall  Humankind spoilt creation and broke the relationship with 
God. Therefore, humans became in need of rescue. 

People of God  In the Old Testament God tries to restore his relationship 
with people, choosing particular people to work with him. 
He spoke through the words of the prophets, but the 
people did not listen and were awaiting the Messiah.  

Incarnation  The arrival of the Messiah, the Saviour, to rescue the 
people from the results of the fall and restore their 
relationship with God. Jesus, the Son of God, who came to 
live among us.  

Gospel Jesus’ good news for everyone. His life, ministry and 
teaching, showing people what it means to live in 
relationship with God who is their father, and loves them.  

Salvation  The death and resurrection of Jesus is the ultimate rescue 
plan. God’s people are saved because through Jesus sin is 
dealt with and forgiveness offered. People can now choose 
to follow the way back to God.  

Kingdom of God  God’s kingdom is the world as God intended it to be. 
Christians look forward to the day when God’s kingdom 
fully comes and earth and heaven are transformed. Until 
that time they strive to build the kingdom in their 
communities, empowered by the Holy Spirit and reflecting 
Jesus example in the world.  
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How to use this resource 

Where in the big 
Story? 

The Story Possible Themes and ideas 
  

In this column you will 
find the book in the 
Bible where the story 
is found so that the 
children can see 
where the story is 
within the big story. 
To help pupils 
understand there is 
also reference to 
which panel of the 
Understanding 
Christianity big frieze 
the story fits into. 
The concept is listed 
so that it can be 
mentioned and a brief 
explanation woven 
into your content. 

All of the stories are found in 
the Lion Storyteller Bible except 
one. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Themes: 

Choose one of the themes to highlight. 
Ideas for starting points: 

Choose one of the starting points to 
introduce the story and the theme and 
then read the story and enjoy. 
 
 
 

 

  

Christian Values 

Here you will find a list of 

values that could be 

particularly emphasised 

through this story. 
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Where in the 
big Story? 

The Story Possible Themes and ideas 
  

Genesis 1 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panel 1 
Creation 

 
 

1.In the Beginning 
The story of creation: Genesis 
1-2 
 
 

 
 

Themes: 
o New Beginnings 
o The amazing variety in creation  
o Caring for the environment 
o Creativity – we can be creative 
o Favourite things that God has created 
Ideas for starting points: 
o Bag for life  
o Clean sheet of paper 
o Awesome pictures of creation  
o Your favourite plants and animals  
o A gift box with a globe inside 

 

Genesis 3 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panel 2 
Fall 

 

2.Sad Day 
The story of the Fall: 
Genesis 3 
 
 

 
 

Themes: 
o Temptation 
o Breaking rules has consequences 
o Perfection spoilt – good turned to bad 
Ideas for Starting Points: 
o Pictures of amazing features of the Natural World 

alongside pictures of pollution and creation ruined. 
o Their stomachs churned with guilt – have you ever 

felt like that? 
o Making a big mistake 
o Rules- why do we have them? 
o Rules - What happens when we break them? 

 

Genesis 6 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panel 2 
People of God 

 

3. Special Promise 
The story of Noah: 
Genesis 6-9 
 
 

 

Themes: 
o Promises 
o Hope 
o A fresh start 
Ideas for Starting Points: 
o A rainbow – paints and a brush 
o Something white that is dirty and needs cleaning 
o Pictures of Noah’s Ark 
o A sound effect of pouring rain 
o Clip from the film Evan Almighty 

 

Genesis 11 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panel 2 
People of God 

 

4.The Tall Tower 
The story of the Tower of 
Babel: Genesis 11 

 
 
 

Themes: 
o God is the most important 
o Communication 
o Working together for the right goal 
Ideas for starting points: 
o A pile of bricks – Who can make the tallest tower?  
o A person speaking in a foreign language 
o A pile of foreign language phrase books 
o A team working together to complete a task 
  

Christian Values 

Responsibility 

Thankfulness 

 

 

 

Christian Values 

Hope 

Faith 

 

 

Christian Values 

Wisdom 

Humility 

 

 

Christian Values 

Forgiveness 

Reconciliation 
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Where in the 
big Story? 

The Story Possible Themes and ideas 
  

Genesis 12 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panel 2 
People of God 

 

5.God’s Friend 
The call of Abraham:  
Genesis 12, 17-18, 21 
 
 

 
 

Themes: 
o Trusting God 
o Obedience 
o Laughter 
o Moving to a new place 
Ideas for starting points: 
o Milk and honey 
o A night sky 
o A family tree 
o Book of baby names with meanings 
o What makes you laugh? 

 

Genesis 27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panel 2 
People of God 

 

6.The Bad Brother 
The story of Jacob and Esau: 
Genesis 27 
 
 

 
 

Themes: 
o Being fair 
o Trust 
Ideas for Starting Points: 
o How do you feel when someone cheats? 
o Feely bags containing objects that feel like 

something they are not. Eg a teddy that is a slipper, 
plastic egg, a pen that is a pencil, a tin of beans that 
is soup. 

o Picture of 2 very different people – how can you tell 
them apart? 
 

Genesis 28  
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panel 2 
People of God 

 

7.The Runaway 
The story of Jacob and 
Laban: Genesis 28-29,33 
 

 
 

Themes: 
o  God always has a plan 
o Forgiveness and reconciliation 
o Change – Jacob became a very different man 
Ideas for Starting Points 
o A ladder 
o “I hope you have learnt your lesson!” 
o A stone 
o Stones marking a place eg a picture of a cairn on a 

mountain 
 

Genesis 37 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panel 2 
People of God 

 
 

8.Joseph the Dreamer 
The story of the young 
Joseph: Genesis 37 
 

 
 
 

Themes: 
o Hopes and Dreams 
o Choices 
o Family – getting on and falling out 
Ideas for starting points: 
o A brightly coloured coat/cloth 
o Pride and boasting – a good thing? 
o A short role play of buying and selling a person 
o Music from “Joseph and his Amazing Technicolour 

Dreamcoat” 
o Anger – discussion about controlling feelings and 

not making a reaction. 

Christian Values 

Trust 

Friendship 

 

Christian Values 

Justice 

Truth 

 

Christian Values 

Forgiveness 

Reconciliation 

 

Christian Values 

Forgiveness 

Reconciliation 

Justice 
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Where in the 
big Story? 

The Story Possible Themes and ideas 
  

Genesis 39 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panel 2 
People of God 

 

9.Joseph the Prisoner 
The story of Joseph and the 
King’s dreams: Genesis 39-41 
 
 
 
 

Themes: 
o Emotions 
o God is with us always 
o God gave Joseph gifts and talents and he gives us 

gifts and talents and we must use them 
Ideas for starting points: 
o Objects/pictures illustrating the various dreams. 
o Dreams 
o People with a specific gift/skill/talent 
o A person from an under privileged background who 

has achieved a position of importance. E.g. Nelson 
Mandela, Alan Sugar, Margaret Thatcher 
 

Genesis 42 
 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panel 2 
People of God 

 

10.Joseph the Ruler 
The story of Joseph in 
Egypt: Genesis 42-45 
 
 

 
 

Themes: 
o Forgiveness and relationships healed 
o Change and choices 
o God makes the best of a situation 
Ideas for starting points: 
o Recap the story so far 
o Act out the story 
o Talk about families/friends falling out and reuniting 
o Joseph’s brothers were very sorry for what they had 

done. 
o Have you ever been so surprised/shocked that you 

could hardly speak? 
 

Exodus 1 
 
 
 
Frieze Panel 2 
People of God 

 

11.The Secret Baby 
The birth of Moses:  
Exodus 1-2 

 
 
 

Themes: 
o Secrets 
o God has a plan for all of us 
o Watching and being ready for action 
Ideas for starting points: 
o Baby doll in a Moses basket 
o Pictures of famous leaders as babies e.g. the Queen,  
o Picture of an Egyptian princess 

 

Exodus 3 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panel 2 
People of God 

 

12.The Burning Bush 
The call of Moses:  
Exodus 3-4 
 

 
 

Themes: 
o “I can’t” –“Oh but you can” 
o Obedience and trust in God 
o Courage 
Ideas for starting points: 
o A pair of shoes/sandals 
o Shepherd’s crook 
o A plant covered in paper flames 
o Is it possible for something to be on fire but not 

burn up? 
o Occasions when the children have shown courage 

Christian Values 

Faith 

 

 

Christian Values 

Forgiveness 

Respect 

Love 

 

Christian Values 

Love 

Courage 

Faith 

 

Christian Values 

Faith 

Reverence 
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Where in the 
big Story? 

The Story Possible Themes and ideas 
  

Exodus 7 
 
 
 
Frieze Panel 2 
People of God 

 

13.The Great Escape 
The story of the Exodus: Exodus 
7-14 

 
 
 

Themes: 
o Freedom 
o Slavery and freedom 
o Rescue 
Ideas for starting points: 
o Images of the pyramids and Egyptians 
o Chains 
o Packing in a hurry, what would you take? 
o Discuss being stuck or trapped somewhere and 

being rescued 
 

Exodus 16 
 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panel 2 
People of God 

 

14.A Long Journey 
Moses leads his people through 
the wilderness: Exodus 16-40 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Themes: 
o Moaning and complaining – why? 
o Trusting God 
o God provides 
o Moses – A great leader 
o The 10 important rules to live a good life 
Ideas for starting points: 
o A box of Frosties (Manna) and a glass of water  
o Poster of rules 
o Picture of Mount Sinai, the desert and wilderness – 

What would life be like living here? 
o Ask pupils “I wonder what can you remember about 

Moses?” 
o Discuss long journeys “Are we nearly there yet?” 
o A Suitcase 
o Moaning – who has been moaning about something 

already today? What have you been moaning 
about? 

 

Deuteronomy 
1  
Numbers 13 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panels 3 
and 4 
People of God 

 
 

15.Spies in Canaan 
Entering the Promised Land: 
Numbers 13-14, 
Deuteronomy 1 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Themes: 
o Promises 
o Trusting God 
o Giving thanks to God – Stop Moaning! 
Ideas for starting points: 
o Recap the story – the people are still moaning 
o Binoculars – spying 
o Times when we should have been grateful and 

perhaps we were not 
o Arriving after a long journey. How do you feel? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christian Values 

Courage 

Perseverance 

Hope 

Christian Values 

Perseverance 

Faith 

Thankfulness 

Christian Values 

Trust 

Thankfulness 
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Where in the 
big Story? 

The Story Possible Themes and ideas 
  

Joshua 6 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panels 3 
and 4 
People of God 

 

16.The Walls Fall Down 
The Battle of Jericho: 
Joshua 6 
 
 

 
 

o “God is our helper. He will never let us down” 
o Trusting God 
o Teamwork 
Ideas for starting points: 
o Play “follow the leader” 
o Patience – God’s people walked round the walls 

every day for a week. 
o Joshua took over from Moses – stepping into 

someone else’s shoes “Big Shoes to fill” 
o Sound Byte or Music of very loud trumpets playing 
o Problems that seemed like a barrier/wall and have 

been overcome. 
 

Judges 6 
 
 
 
Frieze Panels 3 
and 4 
People of God 

 

17.A Brave and Mighty Man 
The story of Gideon:  
Judges 6-7 

 
 
 

Themes: 
o God has a plan 
o Trust 
o Being brave 
o An impossible task 
Ideas for starting points: 
o Piece of loud trumpet music. How would you feel if 

you heard this……give different scenarios. 
o Discussion about bravery 
o A seemingly impossible task for the children to try 

 

Judges 14 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panels 3 
and 4 
People of God 

 
 

18.Samson’s Great Deeds 
Tales of a strong man: 
Judges 14-16 
 

 
 
 
 

Themes: 
o Strength – physical, mental, 
o Strength of character, 
o Strength from God 
o Promises 
Ideas for Starting Points: 
o A long wig or hair piece 
o Objects of clothing that protect 
o Pictures of weight lifters 

 
 

Judges 16 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panels 3 
and 4 
People of God 
 

 

19.Samson and Delilah 
A story of Betrayal: 
Judges 16 
 
 
 
 

 

Themes: 
o Truth and Lies 
o Betrayal and Trust 
Ideas for Starting Points: 
o Large pile of coins 
o What is more important, money or loyalty to those 

you love? 
o  A pair of scissors 
o Put a long wig on a member of staff and 

dramatically cut the wig 
o Aesop’s Fables 

 

Christian Values 

Trust 

Faith 

Courage 

Christian Values 

Courage 

Faith 

Trust 

Christian Values 

Faith 

Service 

 

Christian Values 

Truth 
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Where in the 
big Story? 

The Story Possible Themes and ideas 
  

 

Judges 16 
 
 
Frieze Panels 3 
and 4 
People of God 

 

20.Samson and the 
Philistines 
Samson’s last act: Judges 16 
 
 

Themes: 
o God doesn’t give up on us 
o Turning back to God 
Ideas for Starting Points: 
o Picture of a building in ruins / just fallen down 
o Two pillars of bricks 

 
 
 
 

Ruth 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panels 3 
and 4 
People of God 
 

 

21.Ruth Finds a New Home 
The story of a foreigner: Ruth 
1-4 
 

 
 

Themes: 
o Loyalty and friendship 
o A special story with its own book in the Bible 
o Being in a new place and making a new start. 
o Putting others before yourself 
Ideas for starting points: 
o Family tree of the people of God 
o Personal experience of moving to a new place 
o The Brownie Guide Law – Think of others before 

yourself and do a good turn everyday. 
 
 

1 Samuel 3 
 
 
 
Frieze Panels 3 
and 4 
People of God 

 

22.Samuel hears a voice 
The call of Samuel: 1 Sam 3 

 
 
 

Themes 
o Listening to God 
o Being called by God 
o God has jobs for everyone of all ages to do 
Ideas for Starting Points 
o A pillow and sheet 
o Messages – phone, email, fax, letter, card, post it 

note 
o Listen carefully – Whispered messages 

 
 

1 Samuel 8 
 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panels 3 
and 4 
People of God 

 
 

23.Samuel the Kingmaker 
Samuel chooses Israel’s King: 
1 Samuel 8-16 
 

 
 
 
 

Themes 
o Man looks at the outward appearance but God looks 

at the heart 
o Don’t judge on appearances 
o Leadership qualities 
Ideas for Starting Points 
o A crown 
o A bottle of olive oil 
o A heart – Write on the heart things that God would 

like to find in our hearts 
o A fabulous book with a tatty cover – ‘Don’t judge a 

book by its cover’ 
 

Christian Values 

Humility 

 

 

Christian Values 

Love 

Humility 

Friendship 

 

 

Christian Values 

Faith 

Trust 

Service 

 

Christian Values 

Wisdom 

Justice 

Service 
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Where in the 
big Story? 

The Story Possible Themes and ideas 
  

1 Samuel 17  
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panels 3 
and 4 
People of God 

 
 

24.David the Giant-Killer 
The story of David and 
Goliath: 1 Samuel 17 
 
 
 
 

Themes 
o Trusting God 
o Justice – Fairtrade 
o Facing up to problems 
o Everyone has skills and talents even if they are only 

young like David was. 
Ideas for Starting Points 
o Standing up for something – Doing the right thing – 

Fairtrade 
o Being confronted by a large obstacle that must be 

overcome e.g. a large mountain, a big puddle, a river 
without a bridge, tidying a very messy bedroom, 
learning something difficult to be able to move on to 
the next stage, 

o Learning to walk again after an accident/injury 
o Conquering a fear 

 

1 Kings 3 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panels 3 
and 4 
People of God 

 
 
 

25.The Wise King 
The Wisdom of Solomon: 
1 Kings 3 
 

 
 

Themes 
o Wisdom 
o Choices 
Ideas for Starting Points: 
o A baby doll 
o A difficult dilemma 
o If you could have anything in the world what would 

you choose? 
o Pictures of people who are considered to be wise or 

have made good choices 
 

1 Kings 16 
 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panels 3 
and 4 
People of God 

 
 
 

26.Elijah and the Ravens 
Elijah in hiding: 1 Kings 16-17 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Themes: 
o God is the true God 
o God cares 
o God provides 
Ideas for starting points: 
o Bread – Where did this bread come from? 
o A picture of a Raven 
o A bird feeder - Birds feeding a man is strange, it is 

usually the other way round. 
o What is God like? A statue made of sticks and stones 

– can this be God? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christian Values 

Courage 

Faith 

Justice 

Christian Values 

Wisdom 

Love 

 

Christian Values 

Faith 

Thankfulness 
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Where in the 
big Story? 

The Story Possible Themes and ideas 
  

1 Kings 17 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panels 3 
and 4 
People of God 

 
 

27.A Jar and a Jug 
Elijah and the widow:  
1 Kings 17 
 

 
 
 

Themes: 
o Trust 
o God provides 
o Miracles 
o Promises 
Ideas for starting points: 
o A jar and a jug 
o Would you share your very last portion of food with 

a stranger? 
o Flour and oil – What happens when I’ve used all this 

up? Not in this story! 
 

1 Kings 18 
 
 
Frieze Panels 3 
and 4 
People of God 

 

28.God Sends Fire 
Elijah and the prophets of Baal: 
1 Kings 18  

 
 

Themes: 
o Obedience 
o God is the true God 
Ideas for starting points: 
o  This is a great story for drama 
o  Pour water over a stone and a piece of wood. Will 

this catch fire? 
 

2 Kings 5 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panels 3 
and 4 
People of God 

 
 

  

29.The Helpful Servant 
The story of Naaman: 
2 Kings 5 
 

 
 
 
 

Themes: 
o Helping one another 
o Seeking help, accepting help 
o Not being afraid to ask for help 
o Trust and faith 
o Humility – swallow your pride 
Ideas for Starting Points: 
o A picture of the River Jordan 
o First Aid Box and safe medical items usually used 

when a person is ill 
o Adults ask children to do important jobs and so does 

God 
 

 

2 Kings 15 
2 Chronicles  
Isaiah 
 
 
 
Frieze Panels 3 
and 4 
People of God 

 

30.Hezekiah Trusts God 
A miracle of healing:  
2 Kings 20,  
2 Chronicles 32,  
Isaiah 38 

 
 
 
 

Themes: 
o Miracles 
o Loyalty 
o What makes a good king? 
Ideas for starting points: 
o A king’s crown 
o The two messages from Isaiah in an envelope  
o Shadows and the position of the sun. Can we change 

them? 
 
 
 

Christian Values 

Trust 

Faith 

Compassion 

Christian Values 

Faith 

Courage 

 

Christian Values 

Compassion 

Humility 

Trust 

Christian Values 

Trust 

Faith 
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Where in the 
big Story? 

The Story Possible Themes and ideas 
  

Nehemiah 1 
 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panels 3 
and 4 
People of God 

 
 
 

31.A Time to Build 
Rebuilding Jerusalem: 
Nehemiah 1-4 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Themes: 
o New Beginnings 
o Nehemiah is a man with a purpose  
o Generosity of the king 
o Feeling the sadness of others 
Ideas for starting points: 
o This story is towards the end of the Old Testament 

timeline 
o When you have been away how does it feel to get 

back home? When you arrive, there is a huge task to 
do. How do you feel?  

o Working together to complete a huge task 
o Create a prayer wall  

 

Esther 
 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panels 3 
and 4 
People of God 

 

32.Esther Was a Star 
A Jewish girl saves her people: 
Esther 2-9 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Themes: 
o Being brave 
o Taking a risk 
o One person can make a difference. 
Ideas for starting points: 
o Show the children the book of Esther in the Bible  
o  Esther Was a Star. This is the title of the story so, 

what do you think she did? 
o A crown of stars. What do we mean when we say 

someone is a star? 
o Have you ever been in the right place at the right 

time? 
o A scroll with Haman’s orders to kill the Jews written 

on it. 
 

Jeremiah 38 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panels 3 
and 4 
People of God 

 

33.Down the Well 
The Story of Jeremiah: 
Jeremiah 38 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Themes: 
o Courage and determination 
o God always knows where we are 
Ideas for starting points: 
o A rope made of clothes 
o A picture of a well – What do you think is at the 

bottom of the well? 
o Where do you usually sit and wait for something? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christian Values 

Generosity 

Respect 

Service 

Christian Values 

Courage 

Truth 

 

Christian Values 

Perseverance 

Faith 
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Where in the 
big Story? 

The Story Possible Themes and ideas 
  

Daniel 1 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panels 3 
and 4 
People of God 

 

34.The Boys Who Liked to Say 
No 
Four boys who kept God’s 
rules: Daniel 1 
 

 
 

Themes: 
o Following God’s rules 
o Loyalty – Who are you loyal to? 
o Doing the right thing, not the easy thing 
o God never forgets us 
Ideas for starting points: 
o Keeping promises 
o What are God’s rules?  
o A big plate of vegetables  
o What have God’s rules and a plate of vegetables got 

in common? 
o Forgetting things – this morning you thought you 

had everything you needed but ……. 
 

Daniel 3 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panels 3 
and 4 
People of God 

 

35.The Men Who Liked to Say 
No 
The story of the fiery furnace: 
Daniel 3 

 
 

Themes: 
o Courage  
o Doing the right thing  
o Friendship 
Ideas for starting points: 
o A golden statue – could this statue be God? Why 

not? 
o Picture of a fiery furnace. 

 

Daniel 6 
 
 
 
Frieze Panels 3 
and 4 
People of God 

 
 

36.Daniel and the Lions 
Daniel in the lions’ den: Daniel 
6 
 
 
 

 

Themes: 
o Loyalty 
o Prayer 
o Worship 
Ideas for starting points: 
o An Angel – What do angels do? 
o Powerpoint of pictures of lions – What are the 

characteristics of lions? 
o A cuddly toy lion 
o Several Daniel storybooks, it’s a very well known 

story. 
o A crown – Who is truly our King/Lord?  

 

Jonah 
 
 
 
Frieze Panels 3 
and 4 
People of God 

 

37 Jonah the Groaner 
The story of Jonah: Jonah 
 

 
 

Themes 
o Saying sorry 
o Forgiveness 
o Listening to God 
o Prayer 
Ideas for Starting Points 
o Moaning and groaning 
o A big fish 
o A signpost pointing in two directions 
o A sound clip of crashing waves 

Christian Values 

Faith 

Justice 

 

Christian Values 

Courage 

Faith 

 

Christian Values 

Faith 

Courage 

 

Christian Values 

Forgiveness 

Humility 

 



14 
 

Where in the 
big Story? 

The Story Possible Themes and ideas 
  

   

Luke 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panel 5 

Incarnation 

38.Angel Visits Mary 
Luke 1 
This story is not in the Lion 
Storyteller Bible. Please use 
your own Bible. 
 

 

Themes: 
o Being given a special job to do  
o Saying yes to God  
o Angels – God’s Messengers  
Ideas for starting points: 
o Being surprised by a visitor 
o Have you ever been asked to do something really 

important? 
o Artwork depicting the annunciation  
o Empathy with Mary  
 

Luke 1 
Matthew 2  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panel 5 

Incarnation 
 
 

39.The First Christmas 
The birth of Jesus: Matthew 1, 
Luke 1-2 
The Wise Men’s Visit 
The story of the wise men: 
Matthew 2 
 
 
 

Themes: 
o God’s greatest gift to us all  
o Love 
o God with us 
o Good News  
o A long journey with a purpose 
Ideas for starting points: 
o Nativity scene characters 
o A newspaper 
o Straw in a box 
o A census scroll  
o No vacancies sign 
o Artwork depicting the events of this story  
o Handel’s Messiah – Glory to God 
 

Luke 2 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panel 6 

Gospel 

40.The Boy in the Temple 
The visit to the Temple:  
Luke 2 

 
 

Themes: 
o Wisdom 
o Jesus’ humanity 
o Asking big questions  
Ideas for starting points 
o  Amazing questions  
o The children can teach the teachers 
o This is the only story about Jesus as a boy. I wonder 

why? 
 

Luke 3  
Matthew 3 
Mark 1   
John 1 
 
 
Frieze Panel 6 

Gospel 

41.Jesus is Baptised 
The baptism of Jesus: Matthew 
3, Mark 1, Luke 3, John 1 

 
 

Themes: 
o Beginnings 
o Special people 
o Baptism 
o A special job to do  
Ideas for starting points: 
o Picture of the River Jordan 
o Getting ready for an event 
o Jesus’ job description 

Christian Values 

Love 

Humility 

 

Christian Values 

Love 

Hope 

 

Christian Values 

Wisdom 

Responsibility 

 

Christian Values 

Love 

Hope 
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Where in the 
big Story? 

The Story Possible Themes and ideas 
  

Luke 5 
 
 
 
Frieze Panel 6 

Gospel 

42.Down Through the Roof 
Jesus heals a paralysed man: 
Luke 5 

 
 

Themes: 
o Friendship 
o Miracles 
o Jesus’ Power 
Ideas for starting points: 
o How far would you go to help your friends? 
o A rolled up mat  
o Being in a crowd at an amazing event 
 
 

John 9  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panel 6 

Gospel 

43.I can see 
Jesus heals a blind man: 
John 9 
 
 

Themes: 
o Jesus healing power  
o Trust 
o Questions (with no straightforward answers)  
o That’s Amazing 
Ideas for starting points: 
o A paste made of mud. 
o “I can’t believe my eyes” 
o The issue of working on the Sabbath 
o Questions – ask the children lots of questions 

quickly, use a mix of open and closed questions. 
 

Luke 5 
 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panel 6 

Gospel 

44.Jesus’ Special Friends 
Jesus calls the first Disciples: 
Luke 5 
 
 
 

Themes: 
o Friendship 
o Choices 
o Sharing Jesus – fishing for people, the work of 

evangelists. 
Ideas for starting points: 
o The qualities of a friend/friendship 
o Picture of a fishing boat on Galilee with a sound bite 

of seagulls and waves 
o An empty net and a net full of card or plastic fish  
o  Someone with a lot of work that needs help. E.g. a 

manager and a team 
a headteacher and staff 
a farmer and his workers  

 

Luke 6 
Matthew 7 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panel 6 

Gospel 
 

45.The Two Houses 
The parable of the two 
builders: Matthew 7, Luke 6 

 
 

Themes 
o Building on firm foundations 
o The word of God what are the right things to build 

our lives on? 
o A list of Values – Love, hope , peace faith etc. 
Ideas for Starting Points 
o A pile of sand and a large rock. 
o Pictures of houses built in a variety of places 
o Where is the best place to build a house? 
o A house needs a strong foundation 

Christian Values 

Trust 

Courage 

Friendship 

Christian Values 

Compassion 

Thankfulness 

 

Christian Values 

Friendship 

Trust 

 

Christian Values 

Wisdom 

Faith 

 



16 
 

Where in the 
big Story? 

The Story Possible Themes and ideas 
  

Luke 7 
 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panel 6 

Gospel 

46.The Centurion’s Servant 
Jesus heals a Roman’s 
servant: Luke 7 
 
 

Themes: 
o Love everyone, even your enemies 
o Jesus’ healing power 
o Trust and trusting Jesus 
Ideas for starting points: 
o Picture of Roman Soldiers 
o Act out the centurion giving orders to his men 
o Have you ever felt unable to help someone and so 

you have asked someone else to help them? 
o Trust games 
o Miracles 

 

Luke 8 
Matthew 8 
Mark 4 
 
 
Frieze Panel 6 

Gospel 
 

47.The Storm on the Lake 
Jesus calms the wind and 
waves: Matthew 8, Mark 4, 
Luke 8 
 
 

Themes: 
o Chaos and calm 
o Fear to peace 
o Trust 
Ideas for starting points: 
o A fishing boat – What do you think it would be like 

out at sea in a storm? 
o A picture of Lake Galilee 
o A sound clip of a storm – What can you hear? How 

do you feel?  
o A film clip of a storm  
 

Luke 8 
Matthew 9  
Mark 5 
 
 
 
Frieze Panel 6 

Gospel 
 

48.Time to get up 
The story of Jarius’ 
daughter: Matthew 9, Mark 
5, Luke 8 
 
 

 

Themes: 
o Jesus’ healing power 
o Trust 
o Family 
o Sadness to Joy 
Ideas for starting points: 
o Ask the children to think of the best celebratory 

meal they have shared with their family. 
o Taking a risk – Both Jairus (a leader of the 

synagogue) and the woman take a risk and step out 
with great faith and hope. 

o Experience of being jostled in a crowd – but Jesus 
knew who touched him 
 

Luke 9  
Matthew 14 
Mark 6 
 
 
Frieze Panel 6 

Gospel 
 

49.The Marvellous Picnic 
Jesus feeds five thousand 
people: Matthew 14, Mark 6, 
Luke 9 

 

Themes: 
o Sharing everything you have  
o The biggest picnic 
o God can do amazing things 
Ideas for starting points: 
o A picnic/lunch box/picnic rug 
o Why did lots of people want to listen to Jesus? 
o A basket with 5 loaves and 2 fish – try and share 

them out. How far would they go?  

Christian Values 

Love 

Faith 

 

Christian Values 

Trust 

Peace 

 

Christian Values 

Courage 

Faith 

 

Christian Values 

Thankfulness 
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Where in the 
big Story? 

The Story Possible Themes and ideas 
  

Luke 10 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panel 6 

Gospel 

50.The Kind Stranger  
The story of the Good 
Samaritan: Luke 10 
 

 

Themes 
o Kindness, 
o Helping Others  
o Loving your neighbour 
Ideas for Starting Points 
o How do we learn – what teaching methods does 

your teacher use?  
o Jesus taught through stories. 
o Charity Workers. 
o Bandages, plasters and a bag of coins. 
o Would you help someone you don’t like?  
 

Luke 10  
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panel 6 

Gospel 

51.The Two Sisters  
Jesus visits Mary and Martha: 
Luke 10 
 

 

Themes: 
o Being fair 
o Making a choice 
Ideas for starting points: 
o Imagine Jesus making a visit to your home. How 

would you feel?  
o Being too busy to take time for important things. 

What matters most? What are the important things 
we need to remember to do? 

o Cooking pots, broom and a chair 
 

Luke 14 
Matthew 22 
 
 
 
Frieze Panel 6 

Gospel 
 

52.The Big Party 
The parable of the great 
feast: Matthew 22, Luke 14 
 
 

Themes 
o Love and kindness 
o God’s love for everyone 
o Celebration 
Ideas for Starting Points 
o A table set for a party 
o Reasons for why we have parties 
o Who is invited to God’s Party? 
o Excuses 

 

Luke 15 
Matthew 18 
 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panel 6 

Gospel 
 

53.The Good Shepherd 
The parable of the lost sheep: 
Matthew 18, Luke 15 
 
 
 

Themes: 
o God Loves everyone  
o God knows each one of us  
o God cares for us like a good shepherd  
Ideas for starting points: 
o A toy sheep  
o A picture of a shepherd 
o A picture of a sheep in a fold  
o Do you think it is possible for a shepherd to know 

each one of his sheep? 
o How can a shepherd know each one of his sheep? 
o A discussion about looking for something important 

that was lost then found  
o What reasons do we have for having a party?  

Christian Values 

Compassion 

Love 

Responsibility 

Christian Values 

Wisdom 

Justice 

 

Christian Values 

Love 

 

 

Christian Values 

Love  

Thankfulness 
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Where in the 
big Story? 

The Story Possible Themes and ideas 
  

Matthew 18 
 
 
 
Frieze Panel 6 

Gospel 

54.The Unforgiving Servant 
Jesus’ story about forgiveness: 
Matthew 18 

 
 

Themes: 
o Forgiveness 
o Being forgiven and forgiving others 
o Sorry is more than just a word 
Ideas for starting points: 
o When do we say sorry? 
o What happens when we say sorry?  
o Treating others as we would like to be treated. 

 
 

Matthew 25 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panel 6 

Gospel 

55.Big Bags of Money 
The parable of the talents: 
Matthew 25 

 
 

Themes 
o Stories Jesus told – I wonder why Jesus told this 

story 
o Discovering and using our gifts and talents 
o Making the most of opportunities 
Ideas for Starting Points 
o A bag of coins 
o Making wise choices 
o A bag full of objects linked to your gifts and talents. 

 
 

Luke 15 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panel 6 

Gospel 

56.The Lost Coin 
The parable of the lost coin: 
Luke 15 
 
 

Themes 
o Perseverance 
o Joy 
o Working Hard 

Ideas for Starting Points 
o A box of 10 coins – but there are only 9. Hide 

one for the children to find. 
o Loosing something precious. 
o Lost and found - feelings.   

 
 

Luke 15 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panel 6 

Gospel 

57.The Big Spender 
The parable of the lost son: 
Luke 15 
 
 
 

Themes 
o Choices “It’s not fair” 
o Forgiveness 
o Saying sorry – realising you were wrong 

Ideas for Starting Points 
o Picture of a man with two sons. 
o Bag of money and toy pigs 
o Telescope/binoculars – what are they used 

for? Looking carefully into the distance 
watching and waiting. 

o Welcome home banner 
o Paintings of the story – what is happening in 

the picture. 
 
 

Christian Values 

Forgiveness 

Humility 

 

Christian Values 

Service 

 

 

Christian Values 

Perseverance 

 

 

Christian Values 

Love  

Forgiveness 
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Where in the 
big Story? 

The Story Possible Themes and ideas 
  

Luke 17 
 
 
Frieze Panel 6 

Gospel 

58.The Man Who Came Back 
Jesus heals ten men: Luke 17 
 
 

Themes 
o Being grateful  
o Jesus healing miracles 
o Lives transformed 

Ideas for Starting Points 
o Saying thank you  
o 10 children in a line  
o Not being included – lepers were outcasts 

  

Luke 18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panel 6 

Gospel 

59.The Pharisee and the Tax 
Collector  
Jesus speaks about prayer: 
Luke 18 
 
 
 

Themes: 
o Prayer 
o No One is better than anyone else 
o God listens to everyone  
o Being honest 
Ideas for starting points: 
o Picture of a famous sporting personality. Is he/she 

better than you? No, they are better at sport but 
not better than you. 

o Two prayers written on card 
   1. The prayer of the Pharisee 
   2. The prayer of the Taxman  
   Don’t tell the children the author of the    
   prayer. Just read them and ask the  
   children which one is the better person.  
   Then tell the story and discuss 
 

Luke 21 
Mark 12 
 
 
Frieze Panel 6 

Gospel 
 

60.The Widow’s Coins 
Jesus’ story about giving: 
Mark 12, Luke 21 
 

 

Themes: 
o Selfless giving 
o Generosity 
o Giving everything – time, energy, hospitality etc. 
Ideas for Starting Points: 
o Dropping coins into a box 
o Showing off 
o Two children, one with a big bag of sweets sharing a 

few and the other with a few sweets sharing them 
all. 

 

Luke 19 
Matthew 21  
Mark 11 
John 12 
 
 
Frieze Panel 6 

Gospel 
 
 

61.The Great Parade 
The story of Palm Sunday: 
Matthew 21, Mark 11, Luke 19, 
John 12 
62.An Important Meal 
The last supper and a betrayal: 
Matthew 26, Mark 14, Luke 22, 
John 13 
 
 

Themes: 
o Celebration  
o Joy 
o Sadness 
o God’s love 
o Remembering 
o New life 
Ideas for starting points: 
o Objects representing each part of the story 
o Paintings depicting the events 

Christian Values 

Thankfulness 

 

 

Christian Values 

Humility 

 

 

Christian Values 

Generosity 

Humility 
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Where in the 
big Story? 

The Story Possible Themes and ideas 
  

 
 
Frieze Panel 7 

Salvation 

 
63.A Dreadful Day 
The story of Good Friday: 
Matthew 27, Mark 15, Luke 23, 
John 19 
64.A Happy Day 
The story of Easter: Matthew 
28, Mark 16, Luke 24, John 20 

 
 

o Empathy and feelings 
o Easter hymns 
o Variety of crosses 
o Chalice and Paten 
o A sound byte of people cheering 
o A kings crown and the crown of thorns 
o An Easter Garden 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Luke 24 
Matthew 28 
Mark 16 
John 20 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panel 7 

Salvation 

65.Goodbye at Last 
Jesus appears to his friends: 
Matthew 28, Mark 16, Luke 24, 
John 20 
 
 
 

Themes: 
o Jesus is alive  
o Saying goodbye 
o Jesus makes a promise 
Ideas for starting points: 
o A big net of fish with words from the story written 

on the fish 
o A picture of a campfire – Have you ever eaten 

beside a camp fire? 
o How do you feel when you have to say goodbye to 

someone special? 
o After Easter what do you think the disciples did 

next? 
o A globe – Who spread the word about Jesus? 
 

Luke 24 
 
 
 
Frieze Panel 7 

Salvation 

66.On the Road to Emmaus 
A resurrection appearance: 
Luke 24 
 
 
 

Themes: 
o Jesus is alive  
o Jesus fulfilled the prophecy 
o Hospitality – brings rewards 
o Confusion to clarity 
Ideas for starting points: 
o Have you ever had something so amazing to talk 

about you just couldn’t stop talking? 
o Imagine being there and hearing the rumours that 

Jesus is alive. 
o Pretend you know nothing and ask the children 

questions so that they recount the Easter story 
 
 

Christian Values 

Love 

Forgiveness 

Faith 

Hope 

Thankfulness 

Christian Values 

Love 

Hope 

 

Christian Values 

Faith 

Hope 
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Where in the 
big Story? 

The Story Possible Themes and ideas 
  

 

Acts 2 
 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panel 8 
Kingdom of 
God 

67.The Helper Arrives 
Pentecost: Acts 2 
 
 
 

Themes: 
o Holy Spirit with us always 
o God’s power 
o Beginning of the Church worldwide 
Ideas for starting points: 
o Who helps you? 
o Are you anybody’s helper? 
o Waiting for something that has been promised 
o Saying hello in lots of languages 
o How do you learn languages? 
o Birthday candles 
o Sing in another language e.g. Taize or Iona (Wild 

Goose) 
 
 
 

Acts 3 
 
 
 
Frieze Panel 8 
Kingdom of 
God 

68.The Beautiful Gate 
Peter and John heal a lame 
man: Acts 3 
 
 

Themes: 
o A beautiful gate – Where does it lead?  
o Giving the best you have  
o Miracles 
o Ugly made beautiful 
Ideas for starting points: 
o Picture of one of the gates into the city of Jerusalem  
o A begging bowl 
o A discussion empathising with the man  
o You could hot seat the healed man. 
 
 
 

 

Acts 9 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panel 8 
Kingdom of 
God 

69.Tabitha Wakes Up 
Peter heals a good woman: 
Acts 9 
 
 

Themes: 
o WWJD? What Would Jesus Do? 
o Always doing your best to help 
o Friendship 
Ideas for starting points: 
o A WWJD bracelet 
o A pile of clothes to be mended – Who will mend 

these? 
o Show the children the book of Acts so they can see 

where this story can be found 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christian Values 

Courage 

Peace 

 

Christian Values 

Compassion 

Faith 

 

Christian Values 

Compassion 

Friendship 
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Where in the 
big Story? 

The Story Possible Themes and ideas 
  

 

Acts 9 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panel 8 
Kingdom of 
God 

70.On the Road to Damascus 
Paul’s conversion: Acts 7-9 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Themes: 
o Complete transformation 
o Changing your mind 
o Believing 
Ideas for starting points: 
o Cake ingredients before and after – total 

transformation! 
o Saul did not believe, he needed to experience 

before he would trust and believe. To explain this 
you could use an object e.g. a toy car in a box – tell 
the children what is in the box. A car! Do they 
believe you? Why? Why not? They trust you, you 
can show them. A real car would be impossible but 
there was a car in the box.  

o    A bar of chocolate.  It tastes good, do the children 
believe you?  

o    A story book – this is a great story, do  
   the children believe you? 
 

Acts 16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panel 8 
Kingdom of 
God 

71.The Earth Shakes 
Paul and Silas in prison:  
Acts 16 
 
 

 
 
 

Themes: 
o Paul’s Adventures 
o In prison for God – There are many people who still 

today are in danger of going to prison for doing 
God’s work 

o Freedom 
Ideas for starting points: 
o Taking advantage of people and situations at other 

people’s cost 
o Chains and a torch 
o Wrap/tie a child up in bandages so they are 

‘trapped’. How does that feel?  
 

Acts 27 
 
 
 
 
Frieze Panel 8 
Kingdom of 
God 
 

72.Paul is Shipwrecked 
Paul goes to Rome:  
Acts 27-28 
 
 

Themes: 
o Don’t be worried 
o Never give up  
Ideas for starting points: 
o Travelling long journeys today 
o Shipwrecks and castaways 
o A map of the Mediterranean 
o A pile of letters – How would Paul have sent 

messages today? 
 

 

Christian Values 

Reverence 

Faith 

Trust 

Christian Values 

Perseverance 

 

 

Christian Values 

Faith 

Justice 

 


